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Report on forests soon. Exercise to ascertain increase or decrease in cover : Javadekar

Matisral reserve: A view of the Belghar forest hills In
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PSLV gearing up for its 50th flight. In nearly three decades. it has launched more than 45

[Indian pavloads :

1.

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is preparing for the 50th flight of the
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), popularly called the agency’s workhorse. The

lift-off of the PSLV-C48 mission is scheduled for December 11.
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Golden flight

&

« For the 50th flight, ISRO + It's the second

will use the ‘QL' variant of | flight of PSLV-QL, "

PSLY, which employs four | thefirstbeingthe &

strap=on boosters PSLV=C45 mission :

« It's PSLV that placed in orbit the satellites in I

the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System

(IRNSS) constellation "

* The €37 mission has the

credit of placing awhopping  MRITLND (R  * *

104 satellites in orbit version used for

+ 50th flight to have on board [k irskll

10 satellites, including India's \oakkust il

RISAT-28R1 and nine small missions

satellites from abroad
To date, 49 PSLV missions have lifted off from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikota. They include the initial three developmental flights — the designated
PSLV D1, D2 and D3 — and 46 operational flights.
The total count includes two failed missions and the PSLV variants, such as PSLV-
XL and PSLV-CA, said officials of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC),
ISRO’s lead agency for launch vehicles.
Along with the heftier sibling Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV), the
PSLV continues to remain the mainstay of the Indian space programme.
Successor to the SLV and the ASLV, the PSLV is the ISRO’s third-gen launch

vehicle, capable of placing payloads in different orbits, including the

Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO).
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World AIDS Day : December 1

DECEMBER 1
WORLD
AIDS DAY 2019

“Communities makes the
difference’




i. Theme 2019 : "Communities make the difference”.
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BSF Celebrated its 55" Raising Day : 1*' December 2019

1. Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended greetings to Border Security Force (BSF)
personnel on the organization’s 55th raising day (01st December 2019).
ii. The BSF was raised in 1965 with the specific purpose of manning Indian borders as

the ‘First Line of Defence’ against infiltration, smuggling, and military assault.

Nagaland celebrates Statehood Day : 1 December

Happy 57th
Statehood Day!
Nagaland

1st December 2019

i. President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime Minister Narendra Modi greeted the people of
Nagaland on its 57th Statehood Day on 01st December 2019.
ii. Nagaland, a mountainous state in northeast India bordering Myanmar, became the

16th state of the country on 01st December 1963.
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World Computer Literacy Day (Dotd Sodr(ead e9gordied &ddo) : December 2

WORLD COMPUTER LITERACY DAY
DECEMBER 2
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National Pollution Control Day (2o SPRy] dadodes &Se_“shéo) : December 2
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India becomes 1st country to make entire Haj process digital :
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Govt launches drive to enroll 1 cr beneficiaries under two pension schemes :
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Defence News

India-Sri Lanka joint exercise “MITRA SHAKTI” begins :
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Aditya Birla Finance becomes first NBFC to list commercial paper on bourses :

ADITYA BIRLA
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India’s Pavilion inaugurated at International Book Fair in Mexico :

I. Minister of State for Human Resource Development Sanjay Dhotre inaugurated the

India Pavilion at International Book Fair in Guadaljara, Mexico.




Ii. India is the ‘Guest of Honour Country’ in book fair and becomes the first Asian
country to participate as ‘Guest of Honour’ in the Fair. This fair is the biggest book
fair in the Spanish-speaking world.

Appointments

Saudi Arabia takes over G20 Presidency from Japan :

I. The G20 Presidency has been taken over by Saudi Arabia from Japan. Saudi Arabia
has become the 1st Arab nation to assume the G20 presidency.

1. The Saudi G20 presidency is committed to continue the work from Osaka (Japan) and
promote the multilateral consensus.

iii. The G20 presidency, which Saudi Arabia has taken over from Japan, will host world
leaders for a global summit in its capital Riyadh in 2020.

Soma Roy Burman becomes new Controller General of Accounts :
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Persons in news

Irag Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi Resigns :
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International Day for the Abolition of Slavery (e3rQ2T(Y DE) DotdzerdS eaoégé’éom

&SS~\do) : 2 December
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BSF Celebrated its Raising Day : 1% December

HORDER SECURITY FORCE

" Celebrates

55% Raising Day

1" Dec ROIS

I. Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended greetings to Border Security Force (BSF)
personnel on the organization’s 55th raising day (01st December 2019).
Ii. The BSF was raised in 1965 with the specific purpose of manning Indian borders as

the ‘First Line of Defence’ against infiltration, smuggling, and military assault.

Nagaland celebrates Statehood Day : 1% December

Happy 57th
Statehood Day!
Nagaland
1st December 2019 4

I. President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime Minister Narendra Modi greeted the people of
Nagaland on its 57th Statehood Day on 01st December 20109.
1. Nagaland, a mountainous state in northeast India bordering Myanmar, became the

16th state of the country on 01st December 1963.




World AIDS Day : O1st December
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i. Theme 2019 : “Communities make the difference”.
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13th South Asian Games Kicked Off in Nepal :

“ ;]}th

SOUTH ASIAN GAMES -2019 -

KATHMANDU-POKHARA
1-10 December, 2019
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Australian Steve Smith becomes fastest Cricketer to reach 7,000 Test runs :
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Nationwide vaccination drive launched under Mission Indradhanush 2.0 :

= . =
First round of intensified

Mission Indradhanush 2.0
starting from

2 December 2019
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Appointments

Hari Mohan takes over as Chairman, Ordnance Factory Board :
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Tony Joseph wins 2019 Shakti Bhatt First Book Prize :

EARLY
INDAANS

. es0(f G0 ' D 12 D 3F B¢ DO DS VTV’ FeLEILHLT®) .
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Art and Culture

20th Edition of Hornbill Festival beqgins in Nagaland :
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Veteran actor Shelley Morrison passes away :

SAD
DEMISE
SHELLEY
MORRISON

Former Hollywood actress Shelley Morrison passed away recently. She had a long
50-year career and was best known for playing a memorable maid from El Salvador,
in the original run of “Will and Grace” from 1999 to 2006, becoming part of a cast

that won a Screen Actors Guild award for best ensemble in a comedy series.
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities (@oégéaﬁo DEerorde) &Sé\bo) :

December 3




International Day of
Persons withDisabilities | o

3 DECEMBER2019

“Promoting the participation of persons with disabilities
and their leadership: taking action on the 2030 Development Agenda”

I. 2019 Theme : “Promoting the participation of persons with disabilities and their
leadership : taking action on the 2030 Development Agenda”

ii. International Day of Persons with Disabilities (December 3) is an international
observance promoted by the United Nations since 1992.

iii. The observance of the Day aims to promote an understanding of disability issues and
mobilize support for the dignity, rights and well-being of persons with disabilities.

Iv. It also seeks to increase awareness of gains to be derived from the integration of
persons with disabilities in every aspect of political, social, economic and cultural
life.

v. It was originally called "International Day of Disabled Persons” until 2007.Each year

the day focuses on a different issue.

World Conservation Day (30t 08469 &Sé\bo) : December 3

World Consgrvation Day
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Indigenous Faith Day (“@gé% QTR &Seﬁ_\bo) celebrated in Arunachal Pradesh :

December 1

Indigenous
Faith Day! gi*

1" Docember 2018 ———
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MULTIPLE SC ORDERS, LITTLE ACTION

TOZIC TRAGEDY i

appointed by it have failed to elicit
THE EVENT a befitting response from the state
When ' Night of 2-3 December 1984 govt and the centre. Here's how:

What Happened = At 11.30pm workers at the Union [ 5

Carbide fertilizer plant in Bhopal reported burning & IUI) 2001

in the eyes and suffocation due to gas leaking Supreme Court orders

from a pressurized tank containing deadly methyl computerization of hospital records,
isocyanate (MIC) health booklets with medical history, N

better facilities, more doctors
At 12.30am | At 3am the safety valve collapsed ‘ .
alarm siren and the tank exploded, releasing a YAt IO Supreme Court repeats order on 2 May 2006,
was sounded | cloud of 40,000kg of lethal gases. l() Oct 2002 ’ 17 qulv 2007. 15 Novgom and 9 Aug 2012 Y
and water P Tl ORI R MP govt. filed affidavit ) ?

spraying death over sleeping people in 36 saying “fully complied L ANOE 9
started wards of Bhopal with the Order dated2s | 10} June 2005 2014

July 2001 of this Court appointed 20,000 persons
Why | MIC needs to be kept at below 5°Celsius, Hon'ble Court” \ Monitoring Committee = dead and 5.5 lakh
under pressure. But refrigeration system had been = - ' recommends the suffer respiratory,
shut down since June 1984. The tank and valves were *? ; same thing ophthalmic,
defective. Temperatures up to 350°C are estimwated _§ 3 -, ‘¥ Repeated on gastro-intestinal,
to have reached in the tank as the highly reactive b A A e 10 June 2005, 31 Oct neurological,
gas decomposed and created a cocktail of poisonous SSaE} VAN 2005, 12 July 2006, 20 psychiatric ailments
gases. Finally, the tank exploded. - ¥ B .V | Dec 2006, 7 Aug 2007 and cancer, genetic

i .| and 27 May 2008 mutations

The Result | Death and injury came without
warning to sleeping population. Symptoms
ranged from suffocation, blindness and vomiting
to spontaneous abortions, lung, kidney, liver and
brain damage. Current estimates are 20,000 dead
and over 5 lakh injured. Cattle and birds died in
surrounding areas. Dead fish floated in lakes.
Even trees lost their leaves.

Current Status

3.86 lakh “booklets” issued to victims with

only name, father’s name and address. No
medical history.

» People getting symptomatic treatment,
doctors’ posts lying vacant, morbidity very high.
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La 7, freedom fighte
lw d 'Hm)ndi

Symbol of Bhara

arded the
Bharat Ralna
in 1967

Imprisoned

twice duning the
freedom struggle,  °
in1931 and 1942  00CtO

“In attaining
ouwr ideals,our means
should be as pure
as the end!”
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| MAJOR DHYAN CHAND

ST 1905 - 3 DECEMBER 1979)

Greatest field hockey Won 3 Olympic gold
player of all time. Medal (1928,1932,& 1936)

i/ Everyone around world doubted if his stick was
=4 Mmade of something else other than wood.

THE HOCKEY WIZARD

Known as “The Wizard" for | National Hockey stadium
¢ Sl his superb ball control, in Delhi was renamed as

Dhyanchand scored more | Major Dhyan Chand

han 400 goals during his | National Stadium in 2002

nternational career in his honour.

Awarded Padma Bhushan in 1956.
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Lewis Hamilton wins Abu Dhabi Grand Prix :_
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Govt launches 4th round of Regional Connectivity Scheme-UDAN :

“Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik -
Endevour to make common people fly"
Modi government’s regional connectivity scheme

|
F =

S @ Offers subsidy to airlines for flying to domestic airports

| UDE DESH KA AAM NAAGRIK (UDAN) ==

India's Regional
Air Connectivity Scheme

Aimed at bringing air travel within reach of the common
man, Central Government has launched the UDAN scheme
Highlights

with limited connectivity

Q :amm;:sooperhouromyinnbyplamandtsooo
or

ey or this - S g 3

E» 50% seats of the UDAN ﬂigms to havo a tare cap of X 2,500
and the rest will have market-based pricing

&7 Applicable on flights of 200 km to 800 km distance

&7 Hilly, remote, island and security sensitive regions have no
distance limit

&7 Centre will provide concessions on VAT and service tax to
the airlines

&7 No landing charges, parking charges and Terminal
Navigation Landing Charges

&7 A Regional Connectivity Fund will be created to tunu**ﬂe <

scheme KBK Intographics
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Defence News

India successfully test-fires indigenously developed nuke-capable Prithvi-1l missile :

India successfully

test-fires
Prithvi-Il from
Qdisha
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ADB provides $206m loan to finance Tamil Nadu Urban Investment Programme :

Asian Development Bank
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Appointments

Pritivirajsing Roopun elected as new President of Mauritius by parliament :

I. The National Assembly of Republic of Mauritius has unanimously elected
Prithvirajsing Roopun, as new President of the island nation, a largely ceremonial
post.

ii. He was former arts and culture minister of the country. In Mauritius, Prime Minister
is head of government and holds most political power while the president is head of
state but has no executive role and is considered guardian of the constitution.

Sundar Pichai promoted as Alphabet Inc. CEO :

Alpbet
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Masatsugu Asakawa elected ADB President :

\ ‘
; Mr. Masatsugu Asakawa

Elected as ADB President

ASIAN
'f,‘ DEVELOPMENT
o BANK

I. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) board has unanimously elected Masatsugu

Asakawa as its new president.

Ii. He is currently a special advisor to Japan’s Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,
will assume office as ADB’s 10th President on January 17, 2020.

ii. He will succeed Takehiko Nakao, who will leave office on January 16, 2020. He
served as a Visiting Professor at the University of Tokyo from 2012 to 2015 and at

Saitama University from 2006 to 2009.
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Indian Navy Day : 4 December

INDIAN DAY

4 December
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Easing the path
Salient features of the Bill cleared by the Cabinet on Wednesday:
= |t inserts December 31, = All cases against a non-
2014, as the cut-off date for | Muslim illegal migrant
members of the Hindu, Bud- | before any authority, includ-
dhist, Christian, Parsi, Jain ing foreigners tribunals or
and Sikh communities from courts, shall stand abated
Pakistan, Bangladesh and .
Afghanistan to be eligible to ;:e‘:'ue“‘b‘e a person who
get Indian cit s not have’proof of birth
itizenship of his parents in support of
* |t will not apply to the his being of Indian origin to
tribal areas of Assam, apply for citizenship by
Meghalaya, Mizoram and naturalisation on comple-
Tripura as included in the tion of six years residency
Sixth Schedule of the Con-
stitution and to Arunachal  [ERAGEIER L ELEL LS

Pradesh, Mizoram and Na-
galand, which are protected
by the Inner Line Permit

requirement of 12 years stay

to five years to be eligible
for citizenship
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India’s first maritime museum coming up at Lothal in Guijarat :

Maritime Museum -

TO BE SET UP IN GUIARAT R
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Mumbai Central gets first ‘Eat Right Station’ certification from FSSAI :
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Odisha launches ‘Madhu’ app to help school students :
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MadhuApp
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VP Naidu launches new Rotavirus vaccine : ROTAVAC-5D
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Cabinet okays bond ETFs. Bharat Bond ETF would be India’s first corporate bond

exchange traded fund :

Bonds for funds

ETF to comprise basket of bonds issued by Central public
SRCTOr enterprses, Other Qovernment entities

» Fund o constitute "" -
AAA-rated bonds inizially, h, 2 \ ,
price to be kept at o
- "
o
\“ .

1,000 per wnit 1o attract
retail imastons

u Each ETF 10 have foed

maturity date, initially
10 be isued i twe

series of 3 years and \
10 years B ..

1. The Union Cabinet approved the government’s plan to create and launch India’s first

corporate bond exchange traded fund (ETF) — Bharat Bond ETF.

ii. “The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has given its approval for creation and

launch of Bharat Bond Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) to create an additional source of

funding for Central Public Sector Undertakings (CPSUs), Central Public Sector
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Enterprises (CPSEs), Central Public Financial Institutions (CPFIs), and other
government organisations,” the government said in a release.

Bharat Bond ETF would be the first corporate bond ETF in the country. Each ETF
will have a fixed maturity date and initially they will be issued in two series, of three
years and 10 years.

The low unit value of 21,000, it said, would help deepen India’s bond market as it
will encourage the participation of those retail investors who are currently not

participating in bond markets due to liquidity and accessibility constraints.

Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank signs MoU for bancassurance :
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Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank
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‘Joker’ fame Joaquin Phoenix named 2019 ‘Person of the Year by PETA :
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International Volunteer Day : December 5

.
S2LUNT«=»R

FOR AN INCLUSIVE FUTURE W

E whai wahi ai te katoa. kia tdao te td

International Volunteer Day
SDEC #IVD2019 ¥ ‘ovmieere

i. Theme 2019 : "Volunteer for an inclusive future” ($e0)HE AV 00D 3;531.’.153:}3 &0
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World Soil Day (220w 0 &SSydo) : December 5

Theme 2019 : "Stop soil erosion, Save our future”. (Do S esDod, 0D
BV sPFctod.)
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NELSON MANDELA

ERSARYIOFNELSON MANDELASTHEANTIAPARTHEID,CHAMBIO

*The first black president of South Africa and anti-apartheid activist,
Neison Mondeia, died at the age of ninety-five after suffering from a
respiratory infection.

*Mandela hod spent nearly thirty years in prison for fighting against
apartheid in South Africa.

*Affter his release in the early 1990s he became the country’s president
and was revered woridwide as a fighter for freedoms.

*Many Seuth Africans considered him the father of their modern nation.
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Arthur to be Sri Lanka’s next coach :

Mickey Arthur. «a»

i. Seasoned South African Mickey Arthur is set to take over as Sri Lanka’s new
national cricket coach on a two-year contract with Grant Flower and David Saker as

his support staff.




ii. Flower will be batting coach for the limited-overs format, while Sekar will be their
new bowling coach.

1. Australian Shane McDermott has already been roped in as team’s new fielding coach.
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Defence News

India-Russia Exercise INDRA 2019 @ Babina, Pune, and Goa :

e -
™= (NDRA 29, ==

1. Exercise INDRA 2019 a joint, tri-services exercise between India and Russia will be
conducted in India from 10-19 December 2019 simultaneously at Babina (near

Jhansi), Pune, and Goa.




ii. The contingents of both countries will share expertise and their professional
experience. The esprit-de-corps and goodwill shall be the key areas during the
exercise which will facilitate the further strengthening of bonds between the defence
forces of India and Russia.

iii. The INDRA series of exercise began in 2003 and the First joint Tri-Services Exercise
was conducted in 2017, It will be a historic occasion for two of the world’s greatest
Armed Forces to join hands and successfully conduct an exercise of this magnitude
with professionalism, to imbibe the best practices from each other, jointly evolve and

drills to defeat the scourge of terror under the United Nation mandate.
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RBI keeps the repo rate unchanged at 5.15% in 5th Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy :

L oD 00 B 5.15 TS ArGone Gotred 026( erjes @0 5 O ag-
JOTE Gy Drd SN 2AHBeS” JganoDod. DI DODEOSTEIS Gy
Derdo IE) DG PO FIFATVD oD Dgowodod, 9 WA
@ gm0 VEHES’S Gt JgOPOR.

ii. The repo rate under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) left unchanged to 5.15%

1. The reverse repo rate under the LAF stands same i.e. 4.90%




iv. The marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate also remains same i.e.

5.40%.

RBI releases "Guidelines for ‘on tap' Licensing of SFB in the Private Sector” :
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First time India's forex reserves cross $450 billion :
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BlackBuck partners with IDFC Bank, Yes Bank to offer free FASTags to truckers :
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HDFC ERGO launches my:health Woman Suraksha policy :
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NATO Summit 2019 in Watford, United Kingdom :
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Sajith named Leader of Opposition in Sr1 Lanka :
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Sajith Premadasa
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“Shilpa Shetty App” wins in 2019 Google Play Awards :

1. Bollywood actor Shilpa Shetty’s fitness app “Shilpa Shetty App” has been awarded
Google Play’s Best Apps of 2019.

ii. The app was awarded in the category of ‘Personal Growth’.
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Nation pays homage to Dr BR Ambedkar on his 63rd Mahaparinirvan Diwas :
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B.R. ?_‘)056166 635 Dgo@ 1 6 Goo2bd 1956

Indian jurist, economist, Principal architect of the
politician & social reformer. Constitution of India.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI),| Inspired Modern Buddhist
was based on the ideas that | Movement and campaigned
Ambedkar presented to the | against social discrimination
Hilton Young Commission. of Dalits, women & labour.

ndependent India's first law minister.
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BHED DA :

Member of the Bombay Legislative Council : 1926-1936

Leader of the Opposition in the Bombay Legislative Assembly : 1937-1942

Member of the Bombay Legislative Assembly : 1937-1942 Constituency-Bombay
City (Byculla & Parel) General Urban

Labour Member, Viceroy's Executive Council : 1942-1946

I st Minister of Law and Justice : 15 August 1947 — September 1951




xviii. Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee : 29 August 1947 — 24 January
1950
xix. Political party : Independent Labour Party, Scheduled Castes Federation

xx. Other political affiliations : Republican Party of India
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BABRI MASJID DEMOLITION

The 16th century Babri Masjid In Ayodhya was brought down on December 6,
1992, triggering riota acroaa the country. Here's a look at how 1t all began,

1521 The mosque was buitt and namedafter 200258 Hindu activists retuning from

Babur, the first Mughal emperor of India, Ayodiia kiled in Godhra, Uriggering Gujarat
riots. Nearly 2000 paople killed,

1949 The sie was declared disputed sfter _ -

Hindu groups claimed that idols of Lord Ram 2009 Liberhan Commission Report on

wore found inside the mosque, Babr demoltion biames 1op BJP leaders,

198w e mmmumm

struct tample at the site, dlaiming it o be e

the birthplace of Lord Ram. ﬂ&mjm&mummwmmm

1992 Over one lakn Hindu sctivists raze. | i

ek i betwoen Hindu and Muslim groups.
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New Zealand wins MCC's Spirit of Cricket award :
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WHO has declared the year 2020 as the Year of Nurse and Midwife :

3
Il

©00ss eBrf DR (Cardrds) 2020 VoIS H6dY, HoGID VoSS Gor?
2580008, 2020 DodS\Go PTOY RDoAS g, 2005 2aHEDD Lroe

ArDR00B.




ii. B0y DEBAS e36oVS H8yoh FDHT e H0Ba HByoh GorfolS® esCsGHTatDOR
DY BFrcd. JBIy PVoriS ITHW DN BID BEGHTOLAD &S LT
POS DS 1973 & FDoD0d.

€308 es0F°eD
_e_

24x7 NEFT facility from December 16 :

. NS stsv.‘:)é ‘;)O&D ggv:{:DDS (b{g) D§OR ddoed 16 Mol Go&-B-508S°
VDAV 284 erfos D Roc.oir (86D) B3dod.

ii. 2O B 48 wiMot eryhen Gotraw. AVGE ergd g DBAM o 00:30 Hotrw
ST (S PGPS0 08050 DHB ey 00:00 fotrwth JHRVA.

iii. DS D ‘:’00;593'3606" ) Bererss® & SIS e90¢30e”eeS” &0t 50D
3Ododb.

V. Jeedes w5oéoﬁ ot éo*sé & erordden es°5os‘oo ‘Straight Through

Processing (STP) 2r& e &Ml et 0BET™ Jrdod)ocdeadara.

Appointments

HePy’ eIEHD D EBOD 2RO GV
ot + ot &3




1.

1.

1v.

Ao E'GS” Toll wdjod DAADE THOLBTY WO BYD IN.D. B0 A0
;Jvzgojafaév FOTE ?'Oo:g (D035 drseS :’oés?ofo QBGJ"O&S—A"JQJ‘D) svds.bovsa‘svs
eaqﬁs.&a&.n“ erG [ Sfbeg"d.‘:.

U"‘;) DA TrTE Fod BT D6LH Sods msoi;avm 3?85 Badoer dasradugon

D088 275 BBD G245 SBNENLD DGO B0d.

DA20e5° D DG, M STV PROL WDVEROD RJ‘:SO&JQ‘O&JQ 29080 AS

DO 198765° & 00 DOyCoB. & WoR STEFAT (IS BEFLIAT JoLIBD ¢

B00060 2PD G20 W F'H Dries 2O(D S F6DGVIT DSVoBCTT.

1957 etfg 273 &yareer TH) DG HrOI0H Lenoe0s” 2 oD 2JD D

Do 19838 Tojaord @ Fodomrtd. 2000 2273 TEH T

S)(es s lelg RN Tev IO REx SIRTeN (o R

2013 2R0eb 23 68 IE'G HEd TrjERNrET HE ) & Fowetd. 2014 Dpdd 173
R00E'E THODITYT ercien BOHEPE. YRG0 WREWH HEPD TEDIY

229 I9.9. 25°¢3 5 ST oS HDaDE S0DD.

NSE 569 A8Z cSog eSS0 :




11

ii.

P 5 aé.),fé’ ARG §& B A AOF o BSATD DaLASOVOITID.

VRS0 B0 DDE QB ETEET HOIPORYOT™ 6.

=) —

B8 doodn VoR PO wArde BUDES & Jalrdto WHY'S IV\od.
20H0S" VIV BELAM™ ©F'E TI® TAT AP BIHOYE Mo & DED T
€00, A DA VAT oD AT o SS0BO 25D a0, WTPRTOINDY) TP

SPE{O0YT Do DABTD.

Persons in news
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Reports/Ranks/Records

Aberdeen in A&N Islands declare best police station in country :

1.

1il.

TOP POLICE STATIONS

@ Aberdeen, Andaman
® Balasinor, Gujarat |
© Ajk Burhanpur, MP

O AWPS Theni, Tamil Nadu
O Anini, Arunachal

@ Baba Haridas Nagar, Delhi
@ Bakani, Jhalawar, Rajasthan
@ Choppadandi (M), T'gana
© Bicholim, Goa

v Bargawa. MP
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International Civil Aviation Day (@oe:‘sg“éom D6 DAFHOITD &Sébaﬁo) : 7 December
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INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

Theme 2019 : “75 Years of Connecting the World”.
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Armed Forces Flag Day (Jro3ng dwee Sote &&o) : 7 December




ARMED FORCES FLAG DAY
7™ DECEMBER
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Ripu Daman Bevli as “Plogging Ambassador of India™ on 50th Fit India Plogging Run :
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MP govt approves Rs 156-crore development plan for Omkareshwar :
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Payments banks may convert to a small finance bank after 5 vears of business :

' =

I. Payments banks can apply for conversion into small finance banks (SFBs) after five

years of operation.




1. According to the guidelines both banks should come under the non-operating
financial holding company (NOFHC) structure.
Iii. Minimum paid-up capital requirement for SFBs is 2200 crore.

A qgood start but challenges begin now. Shaktikanta Das has taken efforts to improve

government-RBI relationship :

PROGRESS REPORT
Shaktikanta Das took charge as the 25th Governor of the RBI at

a time when the relationship between the government and the
central bank had touched a new low

 Some positives.. = Welcomed questions
from the media

= Appointed panel to look

into vexatious = Central bank has so for
issue of capital cut rates by a total of 135
_ f\ framework basis points
1 » Held = India's foreign

extensive exchange reserves crossed
consulta- $450 billion earlier this
'/ tionswith  month

all stake=- .
ol et But challenges remain...

. including = Falling economic growth
banksand 4 Rising food inflation
industries

= Sustainable foreign
fund flows

= Poor transmission
of rate cuts

= Single digit year-on-year
credit growth of banks

I. Shaktikanta Das took charge as the 25th Governor of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on December 12, 2018 at a time when the relationship between the government
and the central bank had touched a new low.

ii. The relationship had turned sour, particularly with Mr. Das’s predecessor Urjit Patel,
over issues such as the bank’s capital framework and governance issues. Finally Mr.

Patel quit. The government quickly found a replacement in Mr. Das.




Vi.

Mr. Das was able to deflect media focus away from the RBI-government tussle.
While a committee was appointed to look into the issue of economic capital, the issue

regarding RBI’s governance took a back seat at the board meetings.

. After taking charge, Mr. Das went for an extensive consultation exercise with all

stakeholders, including banks, non-banks and industry houses, in the process giving a
signal that he was ready to listen to divergent viewpoints.

This was a departure from the tenure of Dr. Patel who was often accused of not
giving a ear to the stakeholders.

central bank lowered the GDP growth estimate to 5% for FY20, sharply down from
the 6.1% estimated during the October policy. Inflation projection for the second half
of the current financial was raised to 4.7-5.1% compared with 3.5-3.7% projected in

October. India’s foreign exchange reserves stood at$ 451.7 billion on December 3,

2019.
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Climate Emergency COP25 : New platform linking oceans and climate launched in

Madrid
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iii. UNFCCC - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
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2.3 million children in India unvaccinated for measles. India is second highest, next only

to Nigeria with 2.4 million :

Children at risk: In 2017, 2.8 million children in India under
one year of age were not vaccinated. «m. reniasamy

i 2018¢5°, oaSy(dgw) ODodTore 10 DOHS  hven ook 1,42,000
S0CEPOL SEEIR0GD GR0ed 6 X VOOV 208 VDAL BD1od. Yidous 8Bl R0
S0A3L O3V BTFPOL DDA TPEOL] LIOITT® 0 SV SOOI OGETLD
e QL) . 2018 &° HAPED Qe (éw) Swe Lowg 3,53,000 Srgd.

i, &5° dIg) Both TRV TPLTP BEVIV DTPOOBIEIY. T°R) ABSYED B5°en HaH
YO Doy 88 BTG BoDoLGo God. 2.3 WA G, B Ssren Do

DY’ erEBB0S” Toctd FdosS® GoBd DoAY wok rTdY I§ 0




(MMWR)&S® 08000 D0 0806, 2.4 DOoHPE, JBOATS” LD od
DD €08 dDOE 338’250&.

iii. 2017 &°, ePCBBF0S” 208 VoDBYBIVSE™YD 2.9 WA LYVL s drereod
5P DO IO B0, 2018 &° er6sE30S” Treezy 70,000 g Stoen
DDPESOITH00, RO P0c0eS” LPEH.

V. o DT BRSPS Toch) DIPT°ED 38D T8Y0 S&DAXAD 95% 558D WHO
DTy BROB. EEBEBFS’, S THEYD W), 0GB ey 9-12 dvw
SHODRONS" BDLEICA0G OB Totkd DrTd 16-24 duw HoDHROYS" erdob

BT S8 S2E5E0 TPLT° RODLRICIA0B.

India has one of the highest unemployment rates in women : OECD

Significant drivers of gender pay gap
across the OECD

An increase in the An increase in the
Jollowing reduces Jollowing increases
the gender pay gap the gender pay gap

Public expenditure on Share of females employed
family benefits inservices

Share of employers who Gap in male female
are females participation rates

Per-capita GDP Length of paid maternity leave
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Iii. OECD - Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
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Davi Kopenawa wins Alternate Nobel Prize for protecting the Amazon rainforest :

I. Yanomami shaman Davi Kopenawa, the “Dalai Lama of the Rainforest,” has
received this year’s Right Livelihood Award, also known as the “Alternative Nobel

Prize” at Stockholm, Sweeden.




il

He lives in his community, Watoriki practising shamanism. Prize, established in 1980

by German-Swedish Jakob von Uexkull.
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6 years on, Lokpal is yet to get prosecution wing :

Lacking teeth

Six years after the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013,
was signed into law, key provisions for the ombudsman
to function have not been operationalised

= First chairperson and
members were appointed
in March 2019

= 1,065 complaints were
sent to the Lokpal, After
scrutiny, complaints that did
not fall within the Lokpal

= Section 60 of the Act
empowers the Lokpal to make
requlations on “the manner
and procedure of conducting
preliminary inquiry"

o Till now, no such
regulations have been made

mandate were disposed of o
oo | 8 THE PrOCESs of constitution
+ 1,000 complaints have of the Inguiry Wing is yet
been disposed of until to be initiated, the Lokpal's
September 30 office said on November 25

Almost six years after the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, was signed into law,
several key provisions needed for the anti-corruption ombudsman to function have
still not been operationalised.

The process of constituting the Lokpal’s inquiry and prosecution wings has not yet
begun, and regulations for how to conduct preliminary investigations have not been
made, the Lokpal has said in response to RTI queries.

the term Lokpal was coined in 1963 but it was not until January 2014 that the Lokpal
and Lokayuktas Act came into force. In March 2019, that the first chairperson and

members of the Lokpal were appointed.

. More than eight months later, the institution is functioning out of a government-

owned hotel in Delhi. While it approved a logo and motto for itself last month as “Ma




Gridhah Kasyasvidhanam” (Sanskrit) / Do not be greedy for anyone’s wealth
(English).
Section 60 of the Act gives the Lokpal the power to make regulations on “the manner

and procedure of conducting preliminary inquiry or investigation”.
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Haryana CM inaugurates Integrated Command and Control Centre :

L 3O S0ayed 0S6 erS Pd T ), DAFELE RBFEE Ed50k
©ol Eoff’S Votd (ICCCIR0 FCoDomrdd. HRVL eTVIVY BIGS T8
2OV WoROBEIE RO TG oo ZARNA BoerGod.

i, DVOD oS Yo PES OB VTV DS DO J5OR, FL 8 F0) 0f
55555{5), ) HoHoe 3(55‘53"83 5555553, SPOR 536535.%89, 2 :336.);)’ bdszma :J5é§$
R T8 DB DHGTVL D00GodD W) BITS Gerd S¢S oot
SEOWATADEL® VDD ErTodosedod. 38 Fy Crarobe HjoeS ROISE
80 90& E0g3’eS 2008650 B}, 0.

President lays foundation stone for Paika Rebellion memorial in Odisha :
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No segregation of men & women at Saudi eateries :

I.  Women in Saudi Arabia will no longer need to use separate entrances from men or sit
behind partitions at restaurants in the latest measure announced by the government as

part of its reform push.
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Israeli student's made satellite “Duchifat-3” to be launched from Sriharikota :




I. The “Duchifat-3”, Israeli student’s made satellite Nationa;will be launched from
ISRO’s Sriharikota launch site. “Duchifat-3” is a satellite jointly built by Herzliya
Science Center and Sha’ar HaNegev High School students of Israel.

i. It is a remote sensing satellite through which students from all schools across the
country will be able to experiment and carry through Earth observation. “Duchifat-3”
is the 3rd in the series of Israeli student-made satellites.

ii. Duchifat-3 weigheing 2.3 kg is a photo satellite to be used for ecological research of
Earth from space.

Defence News
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Appointments

Finland elects Sanna Marin, the youngest-ever Prime Minister. World’s youngest sitting

PM :

I. Finland’s Social Democrats elected 34-year-old Sanna Marin to the post of the prime
minister, making her the youngest head of government in the country’s history.

ii. Her appointment is unlikely to lead to significant policy changes by the Social
Democrat-led administration.

ii. Finland Capital : Helsinki, Currency : Euro.

Persons in news

FIA invites Anand Kumar for India’s Republic Day celebrations in New York :
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Art and Culture

Telangana town to host ‘Bird Walk’ festival :

Treat for bird watchers: & Purpie Heron ssen at Kumram
Bheem in As#abad district of Tolngana. «s wesratsmen

I. The Forest Department in Kumram Bheem (KB) Asifabad district of Telangana is all
set to earn the distinction of being the first in the State to organise a Bird Walk
Festival on December 14 and 15, promoting awareness of that part of nature which it

protects.




“We will have the bird walks on both days at sites in Bejjur and Penchikalpet forest
in Kagaznagar Division and in Tiryani forest, especially the Gundala range in

Asifabad Division,” revealed KB Asifabad District Forest Officer.

ii. The walks will also be conducted at the picturesque Kumram Bheem Project

Reservoir and the tank at Sirpur (T), as they attract a lot of water birds of varying

species.
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International Anti-Corruption Day (@oégéo:ﬁo DA DTGE &BSo) : 9 December




UNITED | WP,
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INTERNATIONAL
ANTI-CORRUPTION DAY 9 December

i. Theme 2019 : “United Against Corruption”.
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International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of

Genocide and of the Prevention of this Crime : 9 December
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I & The Bill seeks to allow members of six

n communities from Pakistan, Bangladesh and

Ou Afghanistan to apply for naturalisation, but the
list doesn't include Muslims

® Hindus, Sikhs, ‘) B They should have
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis entered the country prior
and Christians from to December 31, 2014,
these countries will not and should have stayed
be considered illegal for at least five years to be
migrants - eligible for naturalisation

H Residential requirement

for citizenship through

L naturalisation for others is
p 11 years

# No mention of Muslim
migrants or minorities
from any other neighbour
u Bill allows OCl cards to
be cancelled if cardholder
violates any law, after an
opportunity to be heard

A mnpm against the Citizenship

(Am Bill in Guwahati on Monday. = RiTU RAJ KONWAR
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Defence News

UAE, US joint military exercise ‘Iron Union 12’commences :
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Walmart, Amazon to train MSMEs :




Judith McKenna, president and CEO,

Walmart International PHOTO: DALIP KUMAR
Facts and figures
STATE OF SMS » MSME sharein
No.of MSMEsinIndia | jhqystrial growth
More than 63 million| isonly29%
Govt directive » Credit growth
» Putsectorshould source | from MSMEswas
more from MSMEs 12%inJune qtr
» Aim to boost MSME » Quistanding

contributiontoexportsto | loans
60% from 47% currently | T15 trillion
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Persons in news

Brazilian far-right President Jair Bolsonaro, set to be-the-chief quest on Republic Day

2020 :

b S E=D P

In January 2020, Jair Bolsonaro will become the third Brazilian President to be
honoured as chief yuest at the Republic Day parade, the first two being Fernando

Henrique Cardoso (1996) and Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva (2004).

Il. On the other hand, Mr. Bolsonaro’s popularity rating within Brazil has fallen sharply,

while his standing amongst world leaders is woeful. A culture of toxicity pervades
Mr. Bolsonaro’s coalition, whose views on women and minorities, and promises and

policies on environment and culture, tear apart any shred of consensus in Brazil.




On his first day in office, Mr. Bolsonaro struck at the autonomy of Brazil’s
indigenous communities and ordered the Human Rights Ministry to disregard the

complaints of the LGBTQ population.

ICC chairman Manohar not to run for a third term :
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India is at 122 in Gender Inequality Index 2018 (GlI) :
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Abu Dhabi selected as world’s leading sports tourism destination :
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A Chequered Brilliance: The Many Lives of V.K. Krishna Menon - By Jairam Ramesh

A CHEQUERED

I. This is a compelling biography of one of India's most controversial and consequential
public figures.

i. V.K. Krishna Menon continues to command our attentiun not just because he was
Jawabharlal Nehru's confidant and soulmate but also for many of his own political and
literary accomplishments.

iii. A relentless crusader for Indian independenice in the UK in the 1930s and 1940s, he
was a global star at the United Nations in the 1950s before he was forced to resign as
defence minister in the wake of the India-China war of 1962.

Iv. Meticulously researched and based entirely on new archival material, this book
reveals Krishna Menon In all his capabilities and contradictions. It is also a rich

history of the tumultuous times in which he lived and which he did so much to shape.
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Human Rights Day (35°00 €0 0 &3@\d0) : 10 December




2019 Theme : Youth Standing Up for Human Rights
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BHARAT RATNA
C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

(10 December 1878 — 25 December 1972)

Was Indian fawyer, Was close to both Jawaharlal
independence activist, | Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi &
politici writer &

statesman

Participated in the agitations against the Rowlatt Act,

joining Non-Cooperation movement, the Vaikom
= fl Satyagraha, and the Civil Disobedience movement

Opposed the use of nuclear iHe was described by
weapons and was a proponent of:Gandhi as the "keeper
world peace and disarmament.  jof my conscience”

Was one of the first reopsenis‘a!‘éharat Ratna
Honoured In 1955
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Google liable for defamation cases before Act change : SC

Too big, too fast

What the government said in the Supreme Court on the
Internet traffic and the role of intermediaries

= Internet offers information on a
mind-boggling variety of subjects.
High speed and high volume
render pre-censorship difficult

= Viewers exercise choice as to
what content they wish to view or
read, There is automatic
uploading without any application
of mind on the part of the
website/platform

= 3.5 billion peo- | = 3 million = 510 comments,
pleintheworld | photographs 2,93,000 statuses

accessed the were uploaded on | are posted per
Internet in 2015 Facebook perday | minute

i. In a shock for online platforms like Google, the Supreme Court held that internet
intermediaries cannot be protected from criminal defamation cases registered against
them prior to October 27, 2009.

ii. It was only on October 27, 2009 that Parliament amended the Information
Technology Act of 2000 to protect online intermediaries from liability for criminally
defamatory content published in them by third parties.

iil. The amended Section 79 of the 2000 Act provided that “an intermediary shall not be
liable for any third party information, data, or communication link made available or
hosted by him.”

iv. The appeal was against a criminal defamation action on the basis of a complaint filed
by M/s Vishaka Industries, a manufacturer of asbestos cement sheets.

RCEP decision not last minute : Goval




ii.

iil.

1v.

Other countries knew
what direction we were
going in, and that if our con-

cerns were not met, we would
not stay in RCEP

India’s decision to leave the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
was not taken at the last minute, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal told
Parliament, in a statement, while defending the government decision to quit the 16
nation Free Trade Agreement (FTA) among the ASEAN and other countries.

Mr. Goyal denied that there had been a sudden change in policy on the accord, which
had been negotiated since 2012, and indicated that the previous UPA government’s
decision to join RCEP talks had been a mistake in the first place.

Final decision to pull out of the talks at the RCEP summit on November 4 was taken
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

In his statement to the upper house, Mr. Goyal listed several reasons for the
government’s call on RCEP, including the trade deficits India faces with 12 of the 15
RCEP partners it already has FTAs with, and blamed the UPA government for not

negotiating the pacts more favourably for Indian companies.
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Konda Lakshman Horticulture University campus inauguration (@Mulugu (Siddipet Dist) :

1.

iil.

V.

The own campus of Sri Konda Lakshman Telangana State Horticulture University is
all set for inauguration on December 11 by Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao.
The university was established with a fund of X135 crore sanctioned by the Indian
Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR) and the own campus of the university has
come up over 16 acres of land with a constructed plinth area of 3 lakh square feet.
The foundation stone of the newly formed Sri Konda Laxman Telangana State
Horticultural University was laid by the then Union minister for Agriculture Radha
Mohan Singh on January 7, 2016 at Mulugu.

The Horticulture University offers B.Sc. (Hons.) (Horticulture), M.Sc. (Horticulture)

and Ph.D (Horticulture) degrees.




v. The University also has two Horticultural Polytechnics in rural areas to offer two-
year diploma in horticulture — Horticulture Polytechnic at Dasnapur in Adilabad

district and Horticulture Polytechnic at Ramagirikhilla in Karimnagar district.
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1.29 lakh in Assam declared as foreigners : Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand
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Nagaland brnings ILP in Dimapur. November 21, 1979, is the cut-off date for people from

outside :




ii.

1il.

1v.

Vi.

Even as the Lok Sabha debated the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019, the
Nagaland government extended the Inner Line Permit (ILP) system to Dimapur, the
commercial hub of the State.

The decision makes it mandatory for “every non-indigenous person” who entered the
district after November 21, 1979, to obtain an ILP within 90 days.

Except Dimapur, the ILP has been applicable to the rest of Nagaland. Known as
“mini India”, Dimapur district has a mixed population.

Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram, protected by the ILP requirement, have
been exempted from the provisions of the CAB along with the whole of Meghalaya,
Mizoram and the tribal areas of Tripura and Assam as covered in the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution.

There have been protests across the northeastern States against the Bill that nullifies
the 1985 Assam Accord, which called for detection and deportation of anyone who
entered the State after March 24, 1971.

The Bill makes the Accord redundant as it is likely to benefit non-Muslims among

the over 19 lakh people excluded from the National Register of Citizens.
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Israeli MPs submit Bill to dissolve Parliament :
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ISRO to launch earth observation satellite, RISAT-2BR1 :

ISRO
i RISAT-2BR1

launch
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Exim Bank provides USD 500 mn credit to Bangladesh for defence procurement :

ehrom ¥

EXIM BANK
yefta frafa-smama #

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF INDIA




i. India’s Exim Bank (Export-Import Bank of India) has provided $500 million (Rs
3561 crore) Line of Credit (LoC) to Bangladesh for defence-related procurement in
the neighbouring country.

1. The agreement became effective from November 7, 2019, and the utilisation period
of the loan is 10 years from the date of signing the agreement.

iii. Exim bank Founded : 1 January 1982, Headquarters : Mumbai, Chief Executive

Officer (CEO) : David Rasquinha.
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Delhi will host 6th Indian Ocean Dialogue & Delhi Dialogue XI :




i.

1il.

1v.

The external affairs ministry is organising the 6th Indian Ocean Dialogue and Delhi
Dialogue XI in New Delhi during December 13-14. For the first time, these two
events will be held consecutively.

The theme for the Indian Ocean Dialogue is “Indo-Pacific: Re-imagining the Indian
Ocean through an Expanded Geography”.

The theme for the Delhi Dialogue is “Advancing Partnership in Indo-Pacific”.

The themes are intended to build on the ‘growing recognition of the Indo-Pacific
concept in strategic and academic circles within the region and beyond.

Appointments

New ED V. S. Sundaresan takes charge at SEBI :
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Suniel Shetty signed as anti-doping brand ambassador NADA :
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News Broadcasters Federation elects Arnab Goswami as governing board president :

1. The News Broadcasters Federation (NBF), the country’s largest association of over
78 news channels, has elected editor-in-chief of Republic TV Arnab Goswami as the
President of its governing board.

ii. The body of 78 news channels in 14 languages, representing broadcasters from 25
states. The new self-regulatory organization in order to bring in transparent self-
regulation on content will be announced by the end of January 2020.

1ii. News Broadcasters Federation formation : July 2019.
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U.S.. Saudi Arabia at bottom of climate class. For the first time, India ranks among the

top 10 1n terms of performance : CCPI

Time to act: Swedish activist Greta Thunberg, nght, at the
COP25 Clamate Conference n Madnd on Tossday. «arrmrmaan

The U.S. and Saudi Arabia are among major polluters showing “hardly any signs” of
reducing their greenhouse gas production, a global assessment of countries’
emissions trajectories said on December 10 at the COP25 Climate Conference in
Madrid.

The Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) measures the emissions, renewable

energy share and climate policies of 57 countries and the European Union.




It found the U.S. ranks last, followed by Saudi Arabia and Australia, although several
countries did report falls in emissions last year, largely due to an industry-wide fade
out of coal.

The 2015 accord saw nations agree to work towards limiting global temperature rises
to “well below” two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.

China, the world’s largest single emitter, was found to have taken “medium action™
due to its high investment in renewables.

India, for the first time, ranks among the top 10 in this year’s Climate Change
Performance Index (CCPI) presented at the COP25 climate summit.

The current levels of per capita emissions and energy use in India, ranked 9th in the
“high category”, are still comparatively low and, along with ambitious 2030 targets,
result in high ratings for the green house gas emissions and energy use categories,

said the report released here in the Spanish capital.
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Odisha awarded "World Habitat Award' for Jaga Mission :

@_‘ ODISHA
SHOWS THE WORLD
How To Transform Shums

ODISHA
world m
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“‘Mind Master: Winning Lessons from a Champion’s Life” - By Viswanathan Anand
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HUMAN CALCULATOR

Some of Shakuntala Devi's celebrated feats

At Southern Methodist

University, US, 1977

e Extracted 23rd root of a
201-digit number, giving
the answer 546,372,891
in 50 seconds

AtImperial College,

London, 1980

eMultiplied
7,686,369,774,870 and
2,465,099,745,779,
calculating the 26-digit
answer in 28 seconds

At Stanford University,

Us, 1988

eCalculated cube root
of 95,443,993 as 457
in 2 seconds

Shakuntala Devi in 1976

eCalculated cube root
of 2,373,927,704 as
1,334 in 10 seconds

eCalculated Bth root of
20,047,612,231,936
as 46 in 10 seconds

i, 020 IO BB YT 0. FLoB BD Erdd FIS” Dy YT HYod.
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George Laurer, inventor of the barcode passes away :

George J. Laurer
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International Mountain Day (@oeﬁgvé‘ﬁoéo DO QS@“}&bo) : 11 December
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National Museum of Natural History

INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN DAY
(11" December. 20919)

“Mountains Matter for Youth™ - Interactive Session

P

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION
NMINH - HT PACE ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION
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i. 2019 Theme : “Mountains Matter for Youth”.( o308 Ee N DQ0300)
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UNICEF Formation day : 11 December 1946

unicef &

for every child
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Books :

Beyond Survival: Emerging Dimensions of Indian Economy — 1984
"Congress and the Making of the Indian Nation" — 2011

"Thoughts and Reflections" — 2014

The Dramatic Decade: The Indira Gandhi Years — 2014

“The Turbulent Years: 1980 — 1996 “- 2016

The Coalition Years
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BHARAT RATNA
M. S. Subbulakshmi

(18 Sep 1916 — 11 Dec 2004)
Was a leading exponent of classical & semi-classical
songs in the camatic tradition.

| Legendry Camatic vocalist & was first musician fo be
the BHARAT RATNA, & first Indian musician
receive the RAMON MAGSAYSAY AWARD.

/ | Debuted at the age of 10. Her first Recording
A{d Vadivum) was released in 1926.

N 'ﬁo " Made her film debut in SEVASADAN in 1938.

it Sangeet Natak Academy Award (1356). Raman
== Magsaysay Award (1974) & Bharat Ratna(1998).
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Wasim Jaffer becomes first Indian to play 150 Ranji matches :
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LS passes Bill to set up unified authority for financial services :

Transaction hub

# An international financial
services centre (IFSC) provides
jurisdiction for carrying out
international financial services
domestically

# The first |FSC in [ndia was set up
at Gujarat International Finance .
Tec-City (GIFT) in Gandhinagar L

s The Finance Minister says there &
is no limit on the number of IFSCs
that can be set up

i. The Lok Sabha passed the International Financial Services Centres (IFSC) Authority
Bill, 2019 which provides for the establishment of an authority to develop and

regulate the financial services market.




ii. Refuting claims that the IFSC could become a tax haven, the Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said, “Tax holiday is given only for 10 years in the IFSC.”

iil. On the question of the crisis-ridden IL&FS in GIFT City, Ms. Sitharaman said the
Gujarat government wanted to take over the stake in the IFSC. The Gujarat
government has already appointed a new CEO replacing the IL&FS nominee.

iv. The International Financial Services Centres Authority Bill, 2019, was introduced in

the Lok Sabha after withdrawal from the Rajya Sabha.

S0oMEd T°GeD

o rGo erBRs DS\Sor® @wdmodY, vF(do okwo,Ird Sdrrdo

2er

o e et

Do de 85,70 1, eM3
. t bt

= PESLE (e i-Ed
‘:' . NG

= _- b4 0o, e o 37 Lk
o AR atae, 278311
, B et tes 2 10 1305 12
e o 828 pans ool

¥ 286 ok misw

s atetn 9150 e

. Forood wdes B Jug Sd dawydrdo erd oo rrds Buorre ESo
gs°0o 0od. 63482 EH& 37 BAode I8 Doy Fgod SR & ergde
QTS SoBDdo Ao Bd10.

i. @) 200d 70 BoNVLH P DIBTH WosTE DTTR IGT 0 DESY
Boorre VIS BDQod. HorddeS” @adYBI6H 1985-86¢5° edidsomr D6

éa‘)oé.




e2050AT Tegew

‘ogHA%T 6% 0Ir§’ wErErTe S ondd &8. 14 Berd’ Dot

Tackling crime

The key aspects of the A.P. Criminal Law (Amendment)
Bill, 2019, which will be tabled in the ongoing winter
session of the State Legislature

= Death penalty for
heinous offences of AL
rape and gang-rape Miaasisbes
» Probe and trial

will be completed

in7 and 14 working
days respectively

= Judgment time reduced
to 21 days from the
existing 4 months
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Bougainville To Become World's Newest Nation :
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World’s First commercial electric plane takes flight in Canada :

i. The world’s first fully-electric commercial aircraft took its inaugural test flight,
taking off from the Canadian city of Vancouver.
1. Greg McDougall, founder and chief executive of Harbour Air, a British Columbia-

based charter airline.

':0.53 e90& 857 3r

DADISD-48 HATo Davaddocbo. 10 &OEFOR §5e5°8 DDFDED T°8E. aNBLL

25000000 H53°65-2Desb 1. DIDISD DB’ @A 505 HABTro




e Geh 90508 HOF B "coo"g(fa@) DADSD-248 T°3¢5 ooe 10 edgroy sg5e°
Daafdodorr PDFRGS. A BN Beoew Ferd THTE rod DIPES(DIDIS)
OIS’ @B 50 Ao S0 BT Go.

20537 Bodd Trrd FRoh I§ eSRBND (63°¢5-2Des61) &nEsroS e
DETVL BodD 9 &DEDFOR Deh L1 PDIDEOB. WOES” VIO L Bod 4,
2FEADS, F0Y, 2 VVL BodD 2.8, EDFET0 &I aw.

63°¢5-2Des61 2atHD 628 $5°ew. @B ByDIravo, 09839, DD DEETEd Hod Gorrey”
VHVOAOBVD. B BIST V0 DB, T PAPHo FE oY) 2OAD 75596,

€308 90"

08 5.1 s : ADB

DS @908 “cooaﬁéadoef PP Q0 5.1 FTIS VOG0 WYBBD D200
EHVDE 508 (AED) T WOST® V0B,
&856 oirusTen, Trade o wdd, b errr SEDSco, EOEIRZI[e BHE) DT

€060 D0 OTVR VBN S BRODD, QB Vo T 5.1 TS

HO00A.




iii. 900 HSg Foryre Iprare Y DBy 89S VodB G’ By@3e0 6.5 TeedS
BEB0GD G o Do, 20208° trES 5,080 7.2 Tdo GotwoB erjos

550e5° 90 T® DND.

Appointments
Smith 1s CSA director :

1. Former captain Graeme Smith was appointed as Cricket South Africa’s (CSA)
interim director.

1. CSA’s acting CEO Jacques Faul said Smith will remain in the post until the Indian
Premier League (IPL) next year.

Pepsico appoints Salman Khan as Pepsi’s new brand ambassador :
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PUMA signs Sunil Chhetri as brand ambassador :
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Department of Social Justice and Empowerment has started the scheme of National

award :
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1. Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment : Thaawar Chand Gehlot.
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International Universal Health Coverage Day : 12 December

i. Theme 2019 : “Keep the promise”
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International Day of Neutrality (e90ST°H0% 90w &S o) : 12 December

11

NEUTRALITY &

("--'-i-l"g. *
@ »,% V
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ,*'3 y

International Day of Neutrality 1s a United Nations observance held on December 12
each year. It was officially declared by a UN General Assembly resolution adopted in
February 2017 and first observed on December 12 of the same year.

In international law, a neutral country is a sovereign state that abstains from all
participation in a war between other states and maintains an attitude of impartiality

toward the belligerents.




i11. The rights and duties of a neutral country are defined in the Hague Convention of

1907.
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ISRO begins preparations for setting up 3rd rocket launchpad in Kulashekhrapattinam in the

Thuthukudi district of TN :
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Xiaomi launches service “Mi Credit” in India for Android phones :

MADE EASY

Xiaomi has formally launched its lending platform “Mi Credit” in India for Android
phones. According to platform “Mi Credit” individuals can avail up to Rs 1 lakh loan.
The company is planning to introduce more financial products in India. The company

has been operating Mi Credit platform on a pilot basis.

1. Xiaomi has roped in Aditya Birla Finance Ltd, Money View, EarlySalary, Zestmoney

and CreditVidya as the current lending partners for Mi Credit service. Mi Credit app




will come pre-loaded on all MIUI phones, and can be downloaded from Google Play
Store.

Appointments
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Reports/Ranks/Records

Nirmala Sitharaman 34th among world’s 100 most powerful women, German Chancellor Angela

Merkel on top : Forbes
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Rani Rampal, Saurabh Chaudhary Win Top Honours at FICCI India Sports Awards :




I. Indian women’s hockey team captain Rani Rampal and ace pistol shooter Saurabh
Chaudhary won the Sports Person of the Year awards at the FICCI India Sports
Awards 2019.

ii. The FICCI India Sports Awards are an attempt by FICCI to acknowledge and
recognise the contribution of sportspersons and various stakeholders who deliver
excellent results throughout the year.

Ili. Rani played a crucial role in India’s qualification for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics,
scoring the winning goal in the two-legged qualifier against the US in November.

Iv. Saurabh, on the other hand, is touted as India’s biggest hope for a medal in shooting
in Tokyo. He won gold at the 2018 Asian Games and has since won a number of
individual and team honours at shooting World Cups.

v. FICCI India Sports Awards 2019 has been awarded to Railway Sports Promotion
Board under the category of Best Company Promoting Sports.

Art and Culture

National Tribal Dance Festival to be held in Raipur :

5
S
afearal NATIONAL TRIBAL
G 31Eicaid DANCE FESTIVAL
o4 WATR-GARRG RAPURCHAATTISGARH %
27,28,29 R 2019 4

Shri Bhupesh Baghel
Hon'ble Chief Minister Of CG

Shri Amarjeet Bhagat
Hon'ble Minister Of Culture

I. National Tribal Dance Festival will be held in Chhattisgarh’s capital Raipur from
December 27 to 29. In the event, international folk artists from 23 states and six other

countries are expected to take part and portray their respective tribal folk culture.




1. Nearly 1,400 artists belonging to 151 art troupes from 23 states and guest artists from
six countries including Sri Lanka, Belarus, Uganda and Bangladesh will participate in

the three-day programme.
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Indian Parliament attack : 13 December 2001
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W THE ATTACK December
13,2001, during Parliament’s
winter session. At 11.30 am, five
armed men in a white Ambas-
sadorcar - complete witha
red beacon and home ministry
sticker - fitted with an IED
drove Into Parilament House

M WHO ALL WERE IN PAR-
LIAMENT AT THE TIME?

[ 5 —
Parliament had been adjourned
40 minutes earliar —so PM Atal
BihariVajpayee and Leader of
the Opposition Sonia Ganchi had
already left; but home minister
LK. Advani (L) and ¥-P Krishna
Kant (R) werein Parllament

All Jaish-e-Mohammad
(Jem) cadre from
Bahawalpur in Pakistan Pun-

jab province; thoy arrived at Pakistan g information to police, was
Parliament House with i entenced to five years but had
arenades and Kalashnikovs er conviction overturned on
MOHAMMED: One of the i

JeM operativas sent to India FZAL GURU — A one-time JKLF
to canvass for potential ter- to ember, he arranged arms and
ror targets; Afzal Guru told chiid; ccommodation for the five
Intelligence Bureauthat he an encounter on August 30, 2003 &

bragged ebout having played

Y P4
47 -

A

THE COH#IIIATORS

MAULANA MASOOD
AZHAR —The 23
seeds for the Par-
liament attack

were sown with

JeM front man

Azhar Instructing,
allegedly at the

15l's behest, JeM Kash-

mir commander Ghazi Baba to
orchestrate a strike on India;
he’sstill atlarge in

HOWIT UNFOLDED

een assigned to lialse with the
eM team of five sent to strike Par-
ament; he convinced Guru to
ommitto Jihad

HAUKAT GURU -

uru's cousin;

bsolved of murder

FSAN GURU — Shaukat's
e, found guilty of not disclos-

play
akeyroein the IC-814 hijack
episode In 1399, and that he
had murdered one passen-
er; he was accompanied b
amza, Rana, Haidar, naL

i SARGeelani, Arabic lecturar at Zakir Hussaln college, was handed death
: sentence for conspiring in the strike but freed on appeal for lack of
i evidence; had reportedly carried out several tasks for the JeM unit
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%+ Daily Current affairs prepared from Eenadu, The Hindu newspaper and from online

websites, Wikipedia etc..

DOOTTEY TGN

B0l 6% DTHAD 22990 2 00D 11 HBL DEETes :

edeI0reea o) [@iiE alpso

g&xmae;aagg 2R - BOORD HELB0

L DBy A 2090 2 Ao 115 86 H6LH Goll 9% VYA ABETodotoH Do
SPTPOD) DOTPAATES, @bosa"?:)éacg PO 008 GV SoirsbTY) e8BIoT.

il DJBW DOTSED D0cnS-0e) 200, I 0k 2ere VET GOV IEBY WdoB
Sgo ITW. Bo&w3S’ W@o&?ﬁe‘l) 12,751 graodomrady’ d6y0o  Joeyew,
DE0BLAIL, 000 A3rGIR AT 0 SWNSoMT Y WAV 8.

iil. deorre Y 2B DESo 1)6&3"595 HereD, AL 2P asbbbn" a;ql moauoegﬁ
AL TAFFDDE FHoBorIL Beorre HEdSLe FEoDodd DELo ad. B¢

TLEPDOR VoY BEBI0S” (108" T Boomre 6r6s 2BFEE o (Hesd




222) & ‘Buorre DT B DRG0’ TP TSGR0 B, DO MRS DS €3°oé3

& DELoS” DD VDDA SEFEAPVR VDT .

iv. 2015, estfgy 233 00§ 2gr SEDHY & Togy Dogoen SV TEE TEATTY),

&. 6% T, Voo ITRBE, G 086 Do), Bdowd BG, HTNRrE

03033&65 QDS :1366562, FPB0DoTD.

01’@0956 rOGFBREL BMHID ) TO TR0 DBYS’ 89S0 LS D0 BROIL
DTVAD DESY)  FGoDoTrdd. Beorres O%JOeSG D 150 DwEEDd Hoocere

DDA FGL B0t ePjoLy SO0 oy OEEg (0508 653 8 drdrabe

A0S DB VoJITV TVDNOHS” ‘Boore DY VAD DES”  TEIEICY

e VoL Jfowossco 20A. TEFY DY DG DrSogren’

Dovbena?o @) %"So*zge» s@boamvld).

R0 D) T eI DEBOD D

SB0 DBORAL VDB(FRRV) TR WL DY ToE3(ETE, RS WTD.

&)

(

Tr&3(00G QrErEOBr.. S0V RDoEATAS TRV KA WR0BT™) . DoV

éocgéso &G0 90H0W0VE HAD adzgw é?o.)sboéyn)a‘ado.




S’ 5r0i0g HPIS DHEE3. (15G) 6 SV esdcSo

THE TELANGANA
LOKAYUKTA
ACT, 1983

|15 Amended by Act 31 of 2017)

. S'rotng PGS EYH IFodh PED THEHrRE Frew JFod oS
©BSH0 EDy0BoH Hewrr deorre DEOB0 80IDY 26 B0d.

ii.  &S°5P000g w580-1983 ¥ 60 3E'G DFrodh PP THODIED Hrgd S'sPasngm™
QoDoTrd. DFrodd PE°d T°JODLTED VDOB SO P DIT° O
DO Agowodod.

lii. VOG0 FRIVY VAFDTD BOHD SO0 STak0g (SQODCE) WOIDY 2763
Dgoso SRVLB. (1:56) & SV 8o BDF .

DD 20656985° Berorres Fdo 2

o

) NATIONA L
WATER AWARDS

Share your innovative approach towards water
resources management in fhe couniry

. ST Tod Ao GO DEES” eror DY VoCLS” Buomrr ToRo
5%3085°D B(BODH F0eS” VDD, o HEVBL0 & DL T°PIS T VELODD.

ii. 2ure Derrods” BJY, QDL 2gIe TG odEALIIOW.




e2090AB TG

e30G3DRT BIDW, PB(E T(ANFTO DLV TRV AT :

Dealing with an iron fist

» Setting up of special overtures repeatedly
courts for specified » Section 354G to deal with
offences against women aggravated sexual assault
andchildren . onchildrenby those n

» Setting up of 'Women uniformed service, public
and Children Offenders servants, etc

Register'in electronicform A mandments to Sections
» Amendments to Indian 376, 376D and 376DA
Penal Code (1860); e providing death

new sections added sentence to convicts

« Section 354E to deal in cases relating

with cases relating to torape and murder of
harassment of women, e
which includes abuse on » Period of disposal of

social media platforms appeals to be reduced to

and making romantic three months
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Appointments

Bouteflika-era PM elected President of Algeria :

I. A former Algerian PM who served under deposed leader Abdelaziz Bouteflika was
elected President of the protest-wracked country after a vote marred by unrest and
low turnout, results showed on December 13.

ii. Abdelmadjid Tebboune, 74, took 58.15% of the votes, trouncing his four fellow
contenders without the need for a second-round runoff, electoral commission
Chairman Mohamed Charfi announced. A record six in 10 Algerians abstained in the

vote, Mr. Charfi said.

BOOKS

‘Mind Master’ — By Viswanathan Anand, co-authored by sports journalist Susan Ninan

I. Viswanathan Anand, the five-time world chess champion, released his book ‘Mind

Master’, co-authored by sports journalist Susan Ninan in Chennai.




Ii. The book insight into Anand’s greatest clashes and worst losses and also share his
experience of facing the best minds in the world.

ii. Viswanathan "Vishy" Anand is an Indian chess grandmaster and a former World
Chess Champion. He became the first grandmaster from India in 1988.

Iv. Anand was also the first recipient of the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award in 1991-92,
India's highest sporting honour.

v. In 2007, he was awarded India's second highest civilian award, the Padma
Vibhushan, making him the first sportsperson to receive the award. He is also

regarded as one of the greatest rapid players of all time.
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National Energy Conservation day (2o 38 06560 &Xo) : December 14

National Energy | 2598 &
Conservation'days

T
. RIS QOGS BT HOATL DOGLEI @ébboéwaé OB oIS Go Goed
14 & 230 3§ HOBLEs &ﬁébmbi 2T, QoYX DVOCLEID DT
EDY0ST S DS DodS] T eec_ssdzgoesﬁ D e.m56° e Y aipi)oBof% (BEE-

Bureau of Energy Efficiency) &% QoY 0 BB,




Vi.

QOGS 3T HOOOID HOCGLES G Qe FEOND D30 DO0YoIT"IS
Q0 28 Bor. 20050 HDOBEL BEPD) &6 VS0 2001 &° FBoDoDod.

DOV 2B EOETE ?

O30 KNG WY OFY) BHOEHEIS, 2030 TOS GTEBBI0 VL), VG
Ao 6%?30:2) SO, WO 1500 Do €230) © DA AT IRONG 9o,
QOGS &womi éQoémDé FOD RHVDE  HBAIW S ULOEl Y FSYe Jovblel

RS BEE nlalts) DA,

iv. 33 e Bodcto FCoDYD Gdrol BNoHBY WO BEE DB, AL

QOGN HOCLE OSS Do ), VEFo DOFIVR, SAIPELI O B B
e 330 e dacio.

2P Ge3E3%0e5° 33 &ébé-? o)sobb 250 @d&é FoPele) §°oé5 Nl &;ébe} 29808,
SOOI OIS GEHND T°(T° &S W DBVR.

BEE :

(8 @D 0§ ADVADAY (BEE) 2001 & m065d 006560 o 95°C0, eyl esd
DD DDAy ABy 1, 20028 FRodeatod. WOED GITol O PES 50

SO PEPTVR0 BN PSS VEFOS G VB od.




vii. %3 .5"6.‘).)%0 200050 TP WIS Edyodtio D& Y. RoGD LOBE

ERNT N EXTP QD PGS DIPFO.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> End of the day <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<




#r &8085 e90b~ 15 co0edb 2019 Sunday #»

BoMEd aI°gen

Good response to first Bird Walk Festival in Kumram Bheem Asifabad :

A Purple heron stretches
itself to spot its prey In the
Kumram Bheem reservoir. »

i. The Forest department was cheered, literally, by enthusiastic bird watchers on
December 14 for organising the first-ever Bird Walk Festival in Kumram Bheem
Asifabad district.

ii. The cheering was received by none other than Telangana Head of Forest Force —
Principal Chief Conservator of Forest R. Shobha — who was present along with
Adilabad Chief Conservation of Forest C.P. Vinod Kumar and District Forest Officer
Laxman Ranjeet Naik, among others, for the inaugural at Eluru cheruvu in

Penchikalpet.
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First Virtual Police Station inaugurated at Andhra University :

AP'S FIRST VIRTUAL POLICE STATION
TO COME UP AT ANDHRA UNIVERSITY
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Modi chairs first meeting of Ganga council in Kanpur :

" & # 5,
T | "
- o ! |
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—— a e -
Therough appraisal: Prime Minister Narendra Modi reviews
the Namami Gange project in Kanpur on Saturday. «em
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Appointments

Rohit Sharma becomes brand ambassador of La Liga in India, First time a non-footballer :
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Reports/Ranks/Records

Three lakh rural habitations lack quality drinking water supply. Rajasthan, Bengal,

Assam, T.N. among worst affected :

ii.

11i.

1v.

Water meter

Nearly 70% of rural
habitations in Kerala
were provided with
less than 40 litre
per caplta A
per day (lped)
of quality
drinking water, &
the highest
inIndia, The map
shows the % of
rural habitations
which received less
than 40 lped of kit
ala,
potable water ps

0 (in%) 69.9

Arunachal Pradesh
558"

Over three lakh rural habitations across the country continue to be deprived of the
government’s minimum prescribed provision of 40 litre per capita per day (Ipcd) of
potable drinking water with assured quality.

With the ambition to now achieve a service level of 55 lpcd by 2024, the data
presented by the Ministry of Jal Shakti in the Lok Sabha this past week notes that
Rajasthan, West Bengal, Assam top the list where the coverage is facing quality
issues or seeing diminished supply.

Bihar, Punjab, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Uttarakhand are the other States which are
battling the problem.

As reported by States/UTs till Dec., 2019, 81.27% rural habitations having 76.61%
population have provision of minimum 40 Ipcd of potable drinking water and 15.56%

rural habitations having 19.69% population have service level of less than 40 Ipcd,




whereas 3.17% rural habitations having 3.69% population are with water sources
having quality issues.

v. The fund-sharing pattern between the Centre and the States/UTs for the National
Rural Drinking Water Programme, a Centrally sponsored programme, was 100% for
the Union Territories, 90:10 for the Himalayan & the northeastern States and 50:50

for other States.
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International Tea Day : December 15
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&, IRON MAN OF INDIA

" Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

{ 31 October 1875 - 15 December 1950)
PMlayed a key role in India's struggle for independence & quided
its integration into a united, independent nation
Orgamséd Kheda | Elected as
Satyagraha and Bardoli Ahmedabad's municipal

Revolt, both of which times | president in 1922, 1924
the British bowed down. ! and 1927.

Elected President of Independent India's first
the Indian National { Deputy Prime Minister and
A\ Congress in 1931 i Home Minister.

Architect of United India | Conferred with Bharat
post independence. Ratna (P) in 1991
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Heroes of Indian Freedom Struggle @

A great freedom fighter, o devout follower b ¢ ﬂ
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and avid supporter of Mahatma Gandhi,
he participated in the Individual Satyagraha Pk i
and the Quit India Movement and was »
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WDO to launch World Design Protopolis in Bengaluru :

i1

1il.

WORLD

DESIGN
ORGANIZATION

The World Design Organization is all set to launch its new global programme World
Design Protopolis in Bengaluru. It is aimed at implementing holistic progress in
megacities across the world and thus making them sustainable.

The project also aims to measure the progress of the city, attract investments and
solve problems so that the city becomes a better place for citizens.

The International Council of Societies of Industrial Design was founded in 1957 from
a group of international organizations focused on industrial design. It was renamed

the World Design Organization in January 2017.
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Google Earth covers 98 percent of entire population :

~Google Earth
covers 98 per
cent of entire

»\ population
—

1. Search engine giant Google has revealed that it’s powerful mapping service, Google
Earth now covers more than 98 per cent of the world, and has captured 10 million
miles of Street View imagery, a distance that could circle the globe more than 400
times.

1. Google Earth, the software that lets you browse the globe with 3D representation,
right from the comfort of your couch, offers 6 million square miles of high definition

satellite images, covering more than 98 per cent of the entire population.
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Vijay Diwas : 16 December
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The
1971

War -
Bangladesh Liberation | 7
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Act explained

Select provisions of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act:

® |t inserts December 31, 2014 as
the cut off date for non=-Muslim
communities from Pakistan, _
Afghanistan and Bangladesh to be
eligible for the Indian citizenship

® |t reduces the mandatory require-
ment of 12 years stay in India to five Fyo

m All cases against illegal
non=Muslim migrants, before any
authority shall stand abated

# The Act shall not apply to tribal areas of Assam,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram

and Nagaland

viii. 0% (iga DBRE(©9Wo) AV’ WA, RS DOGE De(5Es) &S5z’
@ArcSo Tokod & ord 230" IIAH o) WALBED 0B, 165 &°E0
BEOSgS &3 DO HOA'DEoE 30A erads daven DV, FWIL g0’
So(ESE0 GV 0d. 01"@0956 QBRI AHLDC0E Erew AEE0d.

ix. DGOSG DOGR Do D wHB OGS wAVSD TrE) . WFIFD, TSI,
QOTPBTVS” S DEID MY 2rEALH FOTPLOATT DD oYL, GO,
D) e, B, FOD, ZYPHOLD FED FACDBD DIFOPED VWS

3.)8"2;;3“;63.

e5°52025 D[R o[ Doered : APS TN DEed DIFIHLD




i, &S5°80e8 RFIO Do BROBDVDY 543 oo bo.uﬁ bow%b 99080 608
S0 m@a’oa el B0 DBYT . WoLH e maga:e;sé‘m L0
bdrwvmlcfo.

i, c"g’v wbo?;)e.) QZLIR DO DOTPVA RATPWoTIEE. D) §& VPVAVGOV Voy..
£,828 Do AT FED DFODDTRD.

lii. 19776° DHOIOM S°EDF VLR VoL VBTG HeeeS B, 1971 T8
2T T © VTGO &3 SHOR BF6D, WD’ BT 55 S Jr@A0DHD BOJ .
€8 ST(S & 2T Bego‘éa 83°) Q&) T DBAGT .

iv. Do 16-18 g HodS 28 &5° 5025 ESIAVI(aY &oe.nm‘ld.‘b o8 ™) 6. 9050003
oD DT BAD SIVGD PI) orrth. DA FEA00teS” 650 Hod ENIAVCIS
&) 6, SRTES’ 443 Jowded &) 6 MGBTE.

V. 5°50858, mgv ©900QOH D5 oS’ 2 A gen JEPTosuD) QOGSO
QL VRAVJAFTD  DISoRTW. Torfori VOGEY TT° a..sbir’c €2 ) SO
DEgocs bwoﬁél)b 90003 aSb‘.{JISeSeS‘ DIOTRL VDT éc"émoess :b&ii".;ﬁ&)l

DPIEG0 DO TSy 6.

FASTags becomes mandatory for all vehicles from 15th December 2019 :
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Nuad Thai massage included in UNESCO heritage list :
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NASA will launch rover “Mars 2020 in 2020 :
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Exercise Surya Kiran-XIV held in Nepal :
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5th EAC meeting of 15th Finance Commission held in New Delhi :
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Appointments

R N Ravi to hold additional charge as governor of Meghalaya :
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Former PM Abdelmadjid Tebboune elected as the President of Algeria :
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Amitabha Bagchi wins 2019 DSC Prize for South Asian Literature :




1. The 8th edition of the IME Nepal Literature Festival, held from December 13-16 at ,
concluded with the announcement of the winner of DSC Prize for South Asian
Literature 2019.

ii. The $25,000 award went to Amitabha Bagchi for his 2018 novel, Half the Night is
Gone. It was presented by Pradeep Gawali, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Nepal, in the
presence of Surina Narula, founder of the DSC Prize.

111. The DSC Prize, instituted in 2010, awards fiction from the South Asian region, which
includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sr1 Lanka, as well as from the diaspora.

Stokes i1s BBC Sports Personality of the Year :
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Art and Culture

Madhya Pradesh CM to inaugurate International Film Festival in Khajuraho :

1. The Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Kamal Nath will inaugurate the International
Film Festival in Shilpkala village of Khajuraho.

ii. The International Khajuraho Film Festival is being organized by the Prayas Sanstha
in collaboration with the State Government.

iii. Events like interaction with film stars, film making workshop, mobile film making
workshop, plays, programmes for promoting local art and culture, herbal forest fair,

animal fair etc. are also organized during the Film Festival.

B0 Bexren

Mohammad Hidayatullah Birth Anniversary : 17 December 1905

The only person to have held all the three highest offices in the
Judiciary, the Executive and the Legislative Branches in our country.

He was the Chief Justice of He was the Acting President of

India twice in 1969 and 1982,

India during 1968-1970.
He was the Vice President As Vice President he was the
of India during 1979-1984. Chairman of the Rajya Sabha

Landmark Judgments :

= The case of R. D. Udeshi - where he laid down the law of obscenity in india
in relation to Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D. H. Lawrence,

= The case of EMS Namboodiripad where the Chief Minister had disparaged
the Judiciary by suggesting that Courts and Judges favour the rich and the

"I was never in the mood of Lord A ay .
wh e Lred Chief Minister was convicted for contempt, and

=  The well-known Privy Purse Case of the ex-Rulers of Indian States,

1. Mohammad Hidayatullah (17 December 1905 — 18 September 1992) was the 11th
Chief Justice of India serving from 25 February 1968 to 16 December 1970 and the
sixth Vice President of India serving from 31 August 1979 to 30 August 1984.

11. He had also served as the Acting President of India from 20 July 1969 to 24 August

1969 and from 6 October 1982 to 31 October 1982.




iii. During his term as the Chief Justice of India, the then-President of India, Zakir
Husain died suddenly, in harness, on 3 May 1969. Then Vice President of India Mr.
V. V. Giri became the acting President.

iv. Later, Giri resigned from both offices as acting President and Vice-President to
become a candidate in the 1969 Presidential Election. Hidayatullah then served as the
President of India for a short period from 20 July to 24 August.

v. He became the only person to have served in all three offices of Chief Justice of
India, President of India, and the Vice President of India.

vi. During his long tenure in the Supreme Court he was a party to a number of landmark
judgments including the judgment in Golaknath v. State of Punjab which took the
view that the Parliament had no power to cut down the Fundamental Rights by
constitutional amendment.

vil. His judgment in the case of Ranjit D. Udeshi dealing with the law of obscenity,
displayed a flair for literature and is particularly of note.

viii. In his honor, the Hidayatullah National Law University was established in 2003, in

his home town of Raipur, in the state of Chhattisgarh.
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A record-smashing year for Momota. Wins 11 titles, including the World

Championships, Asia Championships and All England Open :

i. No men’s badminton player, not even Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei or Chinese great
Lin Dan, has won as many tournaments in a season.

ii. Kento Momota was banned from badminton for gambling in 2016. Fast forward to
2019 and the Japanese has enjoyed one of the most successful years in the sport’s

history.




1ii. The 25-year-old capped his remarkable campaign by fighting back from a game
down to defeat Indonesia’s Anthony Ginting in the decider at the BWF World Tour

Finals in Guangzhou on December 16th.
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Haryana Police became the first to introduce ‘Trakea’ software in FSL :
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Pakistan's Pervez Musharraf, who held power for nine years
after a 1999 coup, was on Tuesday sentenced to death for
treason, A few key dates from his life:

August 11, 1943: Born
In Old Delhi, British
India. His family moved
to Pakistan after

1964: Joins an artillery
regiment after
graduating from a

military academy

October 1998:
Appointed Army Chief
of Staff by Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharif

October 1999; Comes.
to power in a bloodless
military coup after
toppling Sharif, who
had fired him

April 2002: Nearly a

year after declaring

himself President, he
wins a much-criticised
referendum, allowing
him to stay on for five

November 3, 2007: Declares
emergency and suspends the
1973 Constitution, citing a rise
in Islamist attacks and judicial
interference in running country

November 28: Hands over the
Army’s charge to Gen, Ashfaq
Parvez Kayani and takes over as
clvilian President the next day

December 15: Musharraf lifts
the emergency and revives a
Constitution amended through
presidential decrees

August 2008: Resigns over im-
peachment proceedings by the
governing coalition. Goes into
exile in London and Dubai

March 2013: Returns to
Pakistan intending to run in
presidential elections but is
barred from the polls and from
leaving the country

August 2013: Formally charged
with three counts over the
2007 killing of his political
rival Benazir Bhutto

March 2016: Travels to Dubal
for treatment after ban lifted

December 17, 2019: Sentenced
to death in absentia for
treason related to his 2007

imposition of emergency rule
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Turkey historic mosque moved before dam waters rise :
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Unesco removes ‘racist’ Belgian carnival from heritage list :
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Land-attack version of BrahMos missile successfully test-fired from Odisha’s Chandipur :




1. India successfully conducted a developmental trial of the land-attack version of
BrahMos supersonic cruise missile from Chandipur Integrated Test Range, off
Odisha coast.

ii. The 9-meter long missile can travel at thrice the speed of sound and carry a
conventional warhead weighing up to 300 kg. The BrahMos missile is a medium-
range ramjet supersonic cruise missile capable of being launched from submarines,
ships, fighter jets or land.

iii. DRDO Chairman : GG Satheesh Reddy, Established in : 1958, Headquarters : New

Delhi.
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ICAR & NABARD signed MoU to promote agriculture & farming systems research :
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49 journalists were murdered in 2019 : report

1. Forty-nine journalists were killed globally in 2019, Reporters Without Borders has
said in a report, the lowest toll in 16 years.

ii. Most died covering conflicts in Syria and Afghanistan.
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Guijarat police became 7th state police to get ‘President’s Colours’ :
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Music festival ‘Tansen Samaroh” begins in Gwalior :
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Basil Butcher, former WI batsman, passes away :

e
x 3

Basil Butcher.
« THE HINDL ASCHIVES

i. Former West Indies batsman Basil Butcher passed away after prolonged illness,

Cricket West Indies (CWI) confirmed. He was 86.




ii. Butcher, who made his Test debut in 1958 against India, played 44 Tests for the West
Indies, amassing 3104 runs with seven centuries and 16 fifties at 43.
iii. He was the first person of Amerindian descent to represent the West Indies. Butcher

was also an occasional leg-spinner. He was a Wisden Cricketer of the Year in 1970.
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18 December : Minorities Rights Day in India
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Lakshya jumps to career-best 32nd rank :

1.

111.

After winning the men’s singles title at the just concluded Bangladesh International
Challenge, India shuttler Lakshya Sen on December 17 jumped nine places to achieve
a career best BWF ranking of 32.

However, no Indian shuttler could make to the top 10 of the men’s BWF rankings. B.
Sai Praneeth and K. Srikanth remained at the 11th and 12th place respectively while
P. Kashyap continues at the 23rd spot.

In the women’s singles rankings, P.V. Sindhu is placed at the sixth spot.

84-vear-old becomes oldest to run Antarctic marathon :




ii.

1.

An 84-year-old Canadian national named Roy Jorgen Svenningsen has become the
oldest person ever to complete the Antarctic Ice Marathon.

Roy, a retired oil worker, is from the Canadian city of Edmonton, and he has been
running since 1964. He spent a year training for 42-km Antarctic marathon.

The Antarctic Ice Marathon is the planet’s southernmost race and 1s considered one

of the toughest.
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Govt approves Rs 436 cr outlay for skilling 4 lakh persons .




Gowernment approves Rs 426 Crore for skill
development in IT sector through Future Skills PRIME
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RBI waives NEFT, RTGS transfer charges for savings account holders from Jan 1 :
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“Environmental Sustainability and Economic Development” Summit held in Delhi .
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India and US sign defence tech transfer pact during 2+2 dialogue -

1. India and the US have signed an agreement to facilitate the transfer of defence
technology. During a 2+2 dialogue held at Washington DC the top foreign affairs and
defence leaders on growing strategic relations between the worlds largest and most
powerful democracies.

ii. India and the US have a common vision of a free, seamless and peaceful Indo-Pacific
region. India has bought weapons worth more than $15 billion from the United States
over the past decade as it seeks to replace its Russian-origin military and is in talks
for helicopters, armed drones and a bigger Indian plan for local production of combat

planes together worth billions of dollars.




Gol signs $250 Mn loan with ADB to expand energy efficiency investments .
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Back at the helm

Three years after he was removed as executive chairman of Tata Sons, Cyrus Mistry was reinstated
on Wednesday by the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal, Key points from the ruling:

the verdict before the
Supreme Court

« Tata Sons ordered to

L go back from

Changed equations: A file photo of Ratan Tata,
left, and Cyrus Mistry, «

= NCLAT said resolution passed by the board of
directors on October 24, 2016, removing Mistry
as executive chairman of Tata Sons was illegal

bl ‘private company’ to

‘public company’

= Ratan Tata and nom-
inees of trusts told to
desist from taking any
decision in advance

= Told to ‘create
healthy atmosphere

removing the mistrust’

between Tata Group
and Shapoorji Pallonji

was nothing on
record to suggest
that the board of
directors or any of
the trusts at any time
expressed displeas-
ure about the
performance of Mistry

= While the board of
directors brought in
a motion to remove
Mistry on the ground
that Tata Trusts had
lost confidence in

him, none of the
purported reasons

for his removal was
discussed or
deliberated

| Group
» NCLAT said there

= Mistry to be reinstated after four weeks,
during which time Tata Sons can appeal against
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Odisha Govt. launches ‘Jalsathi’ programme :
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HDFC Bank crosses $100 billion market capitalisation :
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Portugal sets up Gandhi prize. The first edition will be dedicated to animal welfare :

Antonio Costa
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International Human Solidarity Day : 20 December

Our India With World Events
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Meghalaya Assembly to pass resolution to bring state under ILP :
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Afghanistan becomes 1st country to recognize Indian Pharmacopoeia :
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Ethiopia launched its first space satellite :
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International Astronomical Union names new star ‘Sharjah’ :

17 o | INTERNATIONAL®
I AU ASTRONOMICAL
. UNON

I. The International Astronomical Union (IAU) announced the names of the newly

discovered stars and planets, where the name ‘“Sharjah” was chosen for a star with
“Barjeel” being the name of one of its planets.
Ii. International Astronomical Union Headquarters : Paris, France. Founded : 28 July

19109.
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RBI to buy and sell govt bonds worth Rs 10,000 crore :
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Google searches for ‘Operation Twist’ surge in India :

Google searches for “Operation Twist” surged in India after the central bank
announced its version of the U.S. Federal Reserve’s unconventional monetary policy.
Most searches for the term came from Delhi followed by Maharashtra. The central
bank will buy long-term bonds, while simultaneously selling short-term government
securities in an effort to cheapen long-term borrowing and boost bank lending.

The Reserve Bank of India will buy longer-tenor bonds while selling shorter debt.
The concept is similar to Operation Twist used by the Fed in 2011-2012 in an effort

to cheapen long-term borrowing and spur bank lending.
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ADB & India signs $490 Million loan to upgrade roads of Madhya Pradesh :
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Devesh Srivastava appointed GIC chief :
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Donald Trump becomes 3rd US President to be impeached :
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Barabati Stadium — Cuttack (Odisha) @3 ODI IND vs WI

The Barabati Stadium is an Indian sports stadium located in Cuttack, Odisha. It is

established in 1958 with capacity of 45,000.




Ii. Itis aregular venue for international cricket and is the home ground of Odisha cricket
team. The stadium is owned and operated by the Odisha Cricket Association. It is
also used for Association Football.

Belgium crowned FIFA Team of the Year :

Belgium crowned FIFA

Year again

I. Belgium has been crowned FIFA ‘Team of the Year’ for the second successive time
after a record-breaking year for the global ladder. World champions France remains
in the second place ahead of Brazil in third.

1i. Besides accumulating the biggest points haul, Qatar has also jumped a year-high 38
places, followed closely by fellow climbers Algeria (up 32 ranks) and Japan (up 22
places).

lii. President of FIFA : Gianni Infantino; Founded : 21 May 1904. Headquarters : Zurich,

Switzerland.

Mirabai Chanu wins Gold in 6th Qatar International Cup :
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Indian men’s football team ranked 108th in latest FIFA rankings :

2

Bl BREAHING NEWS

| INDIA SLIP TWO PLACES T0 108TH $POT N
THE LASTEST FIFA RANNINGS.
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Unicef award to Kamareddy dist :
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Jagan launches scheme for handloom weavers ‘Nethanna Nestham’ :
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Cuba names Manuel Marrero Cruz to be first PM since 1976 :

I. Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel named Tourism Minister Manuel Marrero Cruz
as the country’s first Prime Minister since 1976, under a new Constitution.
Ii. Manuel Marrero Cruz, 56, whose nomination was ratified by the National Assembly,

Is a former functionary of the military-run Gaviota tourism corporation.
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Eight West African nations rename common currency to Eco :




I. Eight West African countries have agreed to change the name of their common
currency to Eco and severed their earlier currency CFA Franc’s links to former
colonial ruler France.

Ii. Benin, Burkina Faso, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo
currently use the currency. All the countries are former French colonies with the
exception of Guinea-Bissau.

iii. The CFA franc, created in 1945, was seen by many as a sign of French interference
in its former African colonies even after the countries became independent.

Appointments

Additional Solicitor General Surya Karan Reddy assumes charge for southern zone :
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National Mathematics Day (a3a ¢e3e¢h &Sé\éo) : 22 December
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= The Mathematical Genius
.  SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN

22 December 1887 - 26 April 1920
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ICC continues partnership with UNICEF for Women’s World T20 :

I. The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced that it has extended its
partnership with UNICEF through to the Women’s T20 World Cup 2020 with the
focus on empowering women and girls through cricket.

ii. The partnership and public donations continue to bring positive change to children
through the programs in cricket playing nations focused on empowering women and

girls in cricket.




iii. The money raised during the Women’s World T20 will go to similar projects in

1v.

cricket playing nations, including an innovative program to promote girls”
participation 1n cricket in Sr1 Lanka and build peace in communities.

The ICC and UNICEF partnership commenced in 2015, as part of the ICC”’s global
community outreach program “Cricket 4 Good”. During the Men’s 50-over World
Cup held in England and Wales earlier this summer, UNICEF raised $180,000 as part
of ‘One Day 4 Children’ and this money will go directly to fund a girls’ cricket
project in Afghanistan.
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= Daily Current affairs prepared from Eenadu, The Hindu newspaper and from online

current affair websites, Wikipedia etc..
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India constructs Girls’ Hostel for Nepal Armed Police Force :
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Persons in news

Actor Parineeti Chopra not expelled from ‘Beti Bachao’ drive :
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» Promote early registration : S
of pregnancy and - :
institutional delivery KAN) ARIDHI ACCO
» Ensure panchayats display » Account opened in qirl > Govt will provide rate of
gudda-guddi board with child's name any time interest of 9.1% for the
number of newborn boys and before she attains theage of 10 | savings account; no income
girls every month > Minimum deposit required tax will be charged
» Hold panchayats . Rs 1,000; any amount in » 50% money can be
ponsible for child multiple of Rs 100s can be withdrawn by the girl child
» Create parliamentary deposited subsequently, after 18 years
forum of MPs up to @ maximum » Account will remain
representing 100 districts Rs L5lakhinayear operative till girl is 21 years
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Ashokan Marayur received the Kerala Sahithya Academy’s Kanakasree award 2019 :
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Indian Archaeologist Padma Bhushan awardee Nagaswamy honoured in Bangladesh :
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Sahitya Akademi winner Nanjundan found dead :
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Choudhary Charan Singh was born on Dec 23,1902

FARMERS' LEADER

His In1938, introduced the Agriculture
is celebrated as Produce Market Bill toprotect the 4

KISAN DIWAS interest of farmers from the greed of traders

across the country |
= Authored several Chaudhary Charan >

Abolished booksincluding  Singh Intemational

Zamindari from  4p 00 o6 Airport in Lucknow

U P.throl.lgh the Zamindari, & Chaudhary

Zamindari Abolition Co-operative Charan Singh

Act, 1950 & brought farmingX-rayed&  Universityin

about the Land India’s Poverty Meerut have been

holding Act, 1960 &its named after him
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Qth Prime Minister of India

P. V. Narasimha Rao

(28 June 1921 — 23 December 2004)

“» Economic Liberalization of India
“» Introducing the SEBI Act of 1992
“» Opening up India's Equity Markets
to foreign Investors

“r Starting National Stock Exchange
“» Encouraging FDI

4+ Reforms in Financial Sector

“+ Reenergized India’s Nuclear and
Ballistic

Missile Program

“» Launched Look East Policy

' Abolishing License Raj ﬁ ﬁﬂ l '
]

Reforming India...
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=% Daily Current affairs prepared from Eenadu, The Hindu newspaper and from

online current affair websites, Wikipedia etc..
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Urban India declared Open defecation free
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Iii. Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

- Hardeep Singh Puri.
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Hyderabad rated ODF++ for second time in a row -
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Andhra Pradesh committed to Kadapa steel plant . Jagan

Laying the foundation for the three million tonne per annum Kadapa Steel Plant
(KSP) at Sunnapurallapalle village in Jammalamadugu mandal of Kadapa district on
December 23, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy promised to
shoulder the responsibility of completing it even if big private companies did not

come forward to invest in the project estimated to cost 15,000 crore.

Ii. The steel plant, which was incorporated as A.P. High Grade Steels Limited, is one of

the major promises made at the time of bifurcation of the unified State of Andhra
Pradesh.

Mr. Reddy said the most important step of sourcing iron ore had already been taken
in the form of the MoU signed with the National Mineral Development Corporation

(NMDC) a few days ago.

. The State allotted about 3,275 acres in Sunnapurallapalle and Peddanandaluru

villages for the plant.
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Decisive victory
The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha-Congress-RJD coalition &
won/led in 47 seats as the JMM emerged as the single _, >
largest party in the State, While the BJP had the - 22 o
highest vote share, it won/led in 25 seats only

JMM + Congress b [~
YRID BIP LI <

Others

¢ Change of guard: JMM working
president Hemant Soren seeking
Others include AISU: 2, JUM-P: 3, the blessings of his father and party
CPI-ML(L): 1, NCP- 1, Independents: 2 chief Shibu Saren on Monday, s s

OOSE RS wgoées“ ADDOBe)y SNDod. Cargol g rTny (Edodo)-
S00R- 90C EPO WOST) §d%0 DR, Lred JSmr rded 6D
Soflr0 200G DT WHVOSIOT) 1. 8L PR FRIVY &ty 580
QrGo0od.

DS Dc*bé.nsb 41 g*’;)ve» 95060 ST Edodo 30 S, 5280 16 g’vejﬁ , eag&
208 %éoe’)‘e fONcoS o3 Erer s 47 ,gmwe» ODODHION0H. 2,008 ) BV
P2 25 PO DODBH00E. WHDD 9 Dk FBE FHUL 57 0.

FOBE IO BTG D0 oogaeg" A0 RO Tocd S R
FOHGET 0008, (13 ITd e TaFD, DA%, SIVE ovgom SN
QDO m::eoog, WYY Crgols BerdTosran. B30 QDY D oogoej

5000 TodorrS, 0o8g ePEF(IMS WASC0eS” &) 0008,




V. & TogP8 SorchI Snggtiodr DIBVD, Ty orasdosreS” (hErd T (180K
Fo®d Jewr PBIL 1008 Boll VPG, BUOMPE E{HrIS STPa0S, oD
0, VB LG D6 Bworre H0G 6 MK BROLT) .

V. &0 @0ASBRT H0PE00E S0P TR R, & 0D Sk

(1561 8 DO DY L WoBET .

Uddhav, Jagan rule out NRC exercise in their States :

Expressing dissent

Chief Ministers of 11 States have expressed opposition to
the National Reglster of Citizens

u States whose Chief Ministers have

expressed oppasition to the NRC and
have said they will not implement

it - Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra &
Jharkhand (CM-elect)
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‘Oxygen Parlour’ at Nashik Railway Station to combat air pollution -




AT DEOABODY T0EL S B KIS 2,8 HBIEDD OB o,
DOIEIHLOL RDONDOR ™D ?oej‘) OAPT"Y) WoBONEEAS TS TS VNS DY
882 Igh Fdodosdod. ereBaH JI WIS Ged of m§ Hovor vE &
6D D008,

e.eébeen% el Boog), ePDD D005 5065:?&35,3 e90& fobfo @&é.ﬁ)@‘&:% (=)
DIPCLRD BTPEDE €50L008. QE),C WETE 1500 ) w0 &) o, sm%a?), &
AoHew 3¢ [AD Y IS’ srenaryd)  DEgErT Dudakd ddGdodorr

S0t HOBOK PHVL DI DD DLNEDEAS dew KD IFrow.

Rajasthan government starts its first Janta Clinic -
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Emergency protocols activated in the Galapagos Islands after fuel spill

. &8(E6 merrid AuS wddds T'sdo Dgao Bhod. MerFHD
bpoS” Moed Dotto Mg, VTHDCE DeP) DA G0t OBLHIY
FeSsee5 D00 BoeaGod.

ii. 600 MRR GRS QOGS ErAd erf JIATAND BSOS & 6§ BRVLOHT) K.
T TS ADoS' D LSS eSS CoBdb & BRXYIDVW S
AT D08 & PITGo 20008, DAV BOV) EoB0E Lo OREDOV0B, BTr(o°
298 ANV BV06.

lii. TerPAS ADRMITITo AlIYY, PO TERS] DA% LB (o s
93[0S DIRD VTG SHVOS” 2088,

2y wol Sz o

WHO 1st time approved Biosimilar of “Trastuzumab” for breast cancer treatment -




The World Health Organization (WHQO) announced that for the 1st time it had
approved a “biosimilar” medicine of Trastuzumab named “Ontruzant” to make

cheaper breast cancer treatment at an affordable rate to women globally.

. The medicine is derived from living sources rather than chemicals. The biosimilar

medicine of the Trastuzumab drug was supplied by Samsung Bioepis co Ltd.

WHO Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland, Director general: Tedros Adhanom.

Prez Kovind releases mobile app of Red Cross Society of India -
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Defence News

Army officer Maj. Anoop Mishra awarded for developing bulletproof jacket -
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Wipro partners Nasscom to train 10,000 students on emerging technologies :
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Bank of Baroda partners with Gujarat govt to provide MSME loans -
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South has higher prevalence of mental disorders : study

A heavy burden

Prevalence of depressive disorders was highest in

Tamil Nadu (Inss of B36 years per 1 lzkh population],

Kerala {loss of 647 years), Goa {loss of 626 years)

and Telangana (Loss of 756 years) Prevalence per 1,00,000

in the high SDI group and W0
Andhra Pradesh (loss of 793 years) T
in the middle SDI group M 3500-3.749

3,250-3.449
Himachal | []3,000-3,249
ridesh 2,750-2,599
B <750

Arunachal

i ]
* =— West Bengal
Iharkhand

" Chhattisgarh

) ~-—---= Andhra Pradesh
Karnataka - A

----- « Tamil Nadu

I. Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh account for a higher
prevalence of mental disorders that manifest primarily during adulthood in depression
and anxiety, according to the first comprehensive estimates of disease burden
attributable to mental health from 1990 prepared by the India State-Level Disease
Burden Initiative and published in the Lancet Psychiatry.

1. The study finds that roughly one in seven Indians, or 197 million persons, suffered

from mental disorders of varying severity in 2017.




Ii. Importantly, the contribution of mental disorders to the disability adjusted life year
(DALY) — the sum of total years of life lost and years lived with disability — has
doubled between 1990 and 2017 increasing from 2.5% to 4.7%.

Iv. Prevalence of depressive disorders was highest in Tamil Nadu (top), Kerala, Goa,
Telangana in the high SDI (socio-demographic index) State group and Andhra
Pradesh in the middle SDI State group.

v. Similarly, anxiety disorders were found to be more common in Kerala in the high

SDI State group and Andhra Pradesh in the middle SDI State group.

India world’s 3rd largest producer of Scientific Articles -

Science & Tech Articles: India 3™

Chinaand India  No. of science and engineering articles
hay gased  published in peer-reviewed journals in 2018
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Writer Anand bags Ezhuthachan Award -
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Malayali boy Aditya bags top bravery award -

I. Aditya K. of Kozhikode, Kerala has become the first child from the State to bag the
Bharat Award for bravery. The most prestigious of the National Bravery Awards,
given away by the Indian Council for Child Welfare.

ii. The Bharat Award has gone to Aditya for rescued 20 people from a bus carrying
members of the Calicut University Pensioners’ Forum and their families when it

caught fire coming down a steep mountain road.




BOOKS

‘Turbulence and Triumph. The Modi Years’ — By Rahul Agarwal and Bharathi S

Pradhan
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Nadal and Barty named 2019 ITF World Champions -
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Single point of contact

The Cabinet approved the creation of the post of Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) as part of military reforms

= The CDS will be of P The CDS will
the rank of a four- g Look after the
star General with gt | jointness in

salary equivalentto | L operations,
a service chief : , logistics,

= He will head — ggir;;ggn'
;2155&‘1”?;:;5 support services, communications,
(DMA) w¥ncH will repairs and maintenance

be created in the = He will act as the principal military

Ministry of Defence,  adviser to the Defence Minister on all
The armed forces services matters, However, the three
will be brought chiefs will continue to advise the
under the DMA Minister on respective services
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The numbers game

The Cabinet approved over ¥3,941,35 crore for updating the
NPR and 28,754.23 crore for conducting the Census of India

the NPR, along with the

& The data for NPR was
collected in 2010, along with
the house-listing phase of
the Census of |ndia, 2011

= This data was updated in
2015 through a door-to-door

house-listing phase of
Census 2021, during

April to September

2020 in all States and UTs,
except Assam

= Details under 14 categories
would be collected through
door=to=door enumeration,
aleng with the Census

» The objective of the NPR

is to create a comprehensive
identity database of every
usual resident (who has been
living at a particular place
for the past six months),

survey, and its digitisation

Pl i The database would contain

e demographic as well as
u |t was decided to update biometric particulars
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S = The 8.8-km-long
W tunnel below the

=% Rohtang Pass will
keep the route

open even during
winter, when

the pass can be
obstructed by heavy
snowfall

® « The journey
e Detwen Manali and
" Leh will be cut short
by 46 km

! N ®| » Once completed,
g ¢ = e U Will be the world'’s
Labourers working at the south portal of RERISIRTE, =S

the Rohtang tunnel in Solang Valley, above an altitude of
Himachal Pradesh, on June 27,2010, .71 JEXE[eRy ]
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Persons in news

Uber co-founder Kalanick to leave company’s board :

I. Travis Kalanick, the co-founder of Uber, will resign from the board next week, the
company announced. He was ousted as the CEO in 2017 with the company mired in

numerous lawsuits.
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GOOD GOVERNANCE DAY

25" December 2017

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE Ji's
birthday is calabratad 35 'Good Governance Day
to fd il many cbjectives
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ATAL BIHARI VAIPAYEE /== '
FORMER PRIME MINISTER

= Atal Bihari Vajpayee was born on December 25, 1924 in Gwalior city
of Madhya Pradesh. The day is now celebrated as Good Governance Day.

» Vajpayee served as the Prime Minister of India between 1996 and 2004
in three non-consecutive terms.

» He was amember of the 5th, 6th and 7th Lok Sabha. After this, he was
also elected to the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th Lok Sabha.

» He was awarded Bharat Ratna in 2015, Padma Vibhushan in 1992,
Best Parliamentarian Award in 1994 and Lokmanya Tilak Award.
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QOB DT e 158 2205008 : Gdoed 25, 1861

Bharat Ratna MAHAMANA
MADAN MOHAN MALVIYA

(25 Decemnber 1861 - 12 November 1946)

Indian educationist and | Practiced as a lawyer at
politician notable for his { Allahabad High Court, defended
role in the Indian i most of the accused in Freedom

r Hindu-Muslim
unity & worked towards the
eradication of the caste system.

Most remembered as founder of Banaras Hindu
University at Varanasi, one of the largest in the world.

& Popularised the term 'SATYAMEVA | Posthumously conferred
* JAYATE (Truth alone triumphs) - | with BHARAT RATNA
India’s national motto 1in 2014.
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(May 5, 1916 - December 25, 1994)

GIANI ZAIL SINGH

His presidency was marked by Operation
Blue Star, the assassination of Indira
Gandhi, and the 1984 anti-Sikh riots.

He was the He was elected
seventh President as a Congress
of India serving Chief Minister of

from 1982 to 1987. Punjab in 1972,

He created a He was the
lifelong pension first Sikh to hold
scheme for the the position of
{reedom fighters the President
of the state. of India.

He earned the title GIANT for being learned.
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QUAID-E-AZAM
DAY

THE BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF
PAKISTAN'S FOUNDING FATHER
MUHAMMAD ALI JINNAH

25TH
DECEMBER
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=% Daily Current affairs prepared from Eenadu, The Hindu newspaper and from

online current affair websites, Wikipedia etc..
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Centre promises free Wi-Fi to 48,000 villages till March 2020 .
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Petroleum Minister unveils India’s first long distance CNG bus :
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Feasibility concerns dog ‘YSR Adarsham’. The scheme designed for unemployed youth

<ot the nod in October .
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Earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India found in A.P .
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NITI member bats for 2 GST slabs -

Government think-tank NITI Aayog Member Ramesh Chand made a case for only
two slabs under the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime as against the current

multiple slabs, and said rates should be revised annually, if required.

ii. The GST, which replaced almost all the indirect taxes, came into force on July 1,

2017 and the tax rates have been revised several times since then.




ii. Currently, there are four GST rate slabs — 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%. Several items
fall in the exempt or nil duty category. Besides, cess is also levied on five goods.
Iv. The GST Council, presided over by the Union Finance Minister and comprising State

Finance Ministers, decides the rates for particular goods and services.

NTPC to invest ¥50,000 cr. for 10 GW solar capacity .
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viii. The Index was launched by the 'Department of Administrative Reforms and Public

Grievances' and the 'Centre for Good Governance'.
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Iii. Based on the success and popularity of Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana 2003
(VPBY-2003), Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana 2014 (VPBY-2014) schemes, and to
protect elderly persons aged 60 years and above against a future fall in their interest
income due to the uncertain market conditions, as also to provide social security
during old age, it is decided to launch a simplified scheme of assured pension of 8%

called ‘PMVVY".




Iv. As per the scheme, on payment of an initial lump sum amount ranging from a

minimum purchase price of Rs. 1, 50,000/- for a minimum pension of Rs 1000/- per
month to a maximum purchase price of Rs. 7, 50,000/- for maximum pension of Rs.
5,000/- per month, subscribers will get an assured pension based on a guaranteed rate

of return of 8% per annum, payable monthly.
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Persons in news

Nambi Narayanan to get 1.3 crore. Govt. to give money to ex-ISRO scientist to settle

case filed by him against State :

I. The Kerala Cabinet has decided in principle to give X1.3 crore to former Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) scientist Nambi Narayanan of the infamous ISRO spy
scandal case to settle the case filed by him against the State in the sub-court in
Thiruvananthapuram.

Ii. The amount is in addition to the I50 lakh provided by the State on the basis of a
Supreme Court order and the 310 lakh recommended by the National Human Rights

Commission to Mr. Narayanan.




Ii. In September 2018, a three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court led by the then Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra had found him to be a victim of trumped-up allegations
of espionage by the Kerala police.

Iv. The court ordered the State to pay him X50 lakh as compensation for loss of his
fundamental right to live with dignity and self-respect for all these years since his
arrest on November 30, 1994,
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National anthem of India ‘Jana Gana Mana’ was first sung : 27 December 1911
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I. “Jana Gana Mana ” is the national anthem of India. Written in highly Sanskritised
(Tatsama) Bengali, it is the first of five stanzas of a Brahmo hymn composed and
scored by Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore.

1. It was first sung in Calcutta Session of the Indian National Congress on 27 December
1911. “Jana Gana Mana” was officially adopted by the Constituent Assembly as the
Indian national anthem on 24 January 1950.

iii. 27 December 2011 marked the completion of 100 years of Jana Gana Mana since it
was sung for the first time.The original poem written by Rabindranath Tagore was

translated into Hindi by Abid Ali.
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CSMT gets ‘Eat Right’ station certificate

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) railway station in Mumbai has been
conferred with ‘Eat Right Station’ certification with the five-star rating by the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) for food safety and hygiene.

CSMT has been judged on the basis of compliance of food safety and hygiene,

availability of healthy diet, food handling at preparation, food waste management,




promotion of local and seasonal food and creating awareness on food safety and
healthy diet.

« ‘Eat Right Station’ initiative is a part of the ‘Eat Right India’ movement launched
by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)and a Fast-Moving
Consumer Goods (FMCG) major which is aimed at promoting food safety and

hygiene at the static catering units at railway stations.

OSTAAD TG

Almaty International Airport @ Kazakhstan :

I. Almaty International Airport is the largest international airport in Kazakhstan.
ii. It is about 15 km (9.3 mi) northeast of Almaty,the country's largest city and
commercial capital. Almaty airport accounts for half of passenger traffic and 68% of

cargo traffic to Kazakhstan.
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Satellite built by students to beam anthem from space. ISRO says it will extend all help

in putting ‘Kesari’ into orbit :

I. A satellite built by engineering ECE students of NRI Institute of Technology (NRIIT)
at Agiripalli in Krishna district is all set to beam the country’s national anthem from

space, once placed in orbit.




Vi.

. The team is planning to launch the satellite into orbit with the help of the Indian

Space Research Organisation (ISRO).
It was on December 27 in 1911 that the Jana Gana Mana was sung for the first time,

at the Calcutta Session of the Indian National Congress.

. The students uploaded the audio file of the national anthem to the satellite using

Morse code. Once placed in orbit, the satellite would beam the anthem across the
country, which can be picked up by amateur radio (HAM radio) operators anywhere
in India who can listen to it after decoding the Morse code.

The 450-gram satellite had a battery management system, high frequency transmitter,
antennas and a robust protective system to guard the equipment. Antennas fixed to
‘Kesari” will beam the anthem in Morse code as high-frequency radio waves.

‘Kesari’ will have a lifespan of more than six months if equipped with solar panels.
The team met Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC), SHAR, Sriharikota, Director, A.

Rajarajan, who assured them of all help in putting ‘Kesari’ into orbit.
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Defence News

Raksha Mantri launches DefExpo 2020 mobile app :




I.  Raksha Mantri has launched the “DefExpo 2020 mobile app of the forthcoming
DefExpo 2020.

ii.  The app has been developed by Department of Defence Production, Ministry of
Defence (MoD). It provides detailed information about the daily events, participating
exhibitors, Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs), guest speakers of
seminars/webinars, publications, and directions of the venues and city weather. The

main features of the app constitutes inform, engage and feedback.
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RBI caps lending on P2P platforms at Rs 50 lakh :

« The Reserve Bank of India has capped the permissible exposure limit of a lender on
a Peer-to-Peer lending (P2P) platform for all borrowers. The aggregate exposure has
been set at Rs 50 lakh at any given point of time. The step has been taken to protect
the consumers interest.

« The lender investing more than Rs 10 lakh across P2P platforms has to produce a
certificate to P2P platforms from a practising Chartered Accountant certifying
minimum net-worth of Rs 50 lakh.

o The central bank also stated that the “Escrow accounts” to be operated by bank
promoted trustee for transfer of funds need not be mandatorily maintained with the
bank which has promoted the trustee. It also mandates that all the transactions

through bank accounts, and cash transaction are strictly prohibited.




AlIB to give $210 million loan for irrigation & solar energy projects in West Bengal and

Rajasthan :
N
AllB
A — 4

« The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) has announced a loan of $210
million for irrigation and solar energy projects in India. The bank will lend $145
million to improve irrigation services and strengthen flood risk management in West
Bengal.

« The irrigation project in West Bengal is co-financed by the World Bank and is
expected to strengthen the management of the Damodar Valley Command Area
irrigation scheme. The bank will also lend $65 million for a 250-megawatt (MW)

solar project in Rajasthan.

RBI launches new PPI for small digital transactions :

« The Reserve Bank of India has introduced a new semi-closed prepaid payment
instrument (PPI) which can be used for the transaction of goods and services up to a

limit of Rs 10,000.




« The loading facility of the instrument will be linked only from a bank account. This
direction has made under Section 18 read with Section 10(2) of Payment and
Settlement Systems Act, 2007.

« PPIs are instruments that facilitate the purchase of goods and services, including
financial services, remittance facilities, etc., against the value stored on such
instruments. There are currently three kinds of PPIs allowed by RBI: closed system,
semi-closed and open PPIs.

« The PPIs may be issued as cards, wallets, and any such form/instrument which can be
used to access the PPl and to use the amount therein. PPIs in the form of paper

vouchers shall no longer be issued.

RBI directs large UCBs to report exposures above Rs 5 cr to CRILC :

UCBS: A Fact Sheet
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The Reserve Bank of India has directed large cooperative banks to report all
exposures of Rs 5 crore and more to the Central Repository of Information on Large
Credits (CRILC).

The move is aimed at early detection of financial distress. The aggregate exposure
will include all fund-based and non-fund based exposures like partial credit

enhancement, including investment exposure on the borrower. As per the new rules,




Urban Cooperatives Banks are required to submit CRILC report on quarterly basis
with effect from December 31, 20109.

The CRILC was created by the Reserve Bank of India. CRILC constitutes
commercial banks, all India financial institutions and certain non-banking financial
companies with multiple objectives, which, among others, include strengthening
offsite supervision and early recognition of financial distress.

Appointments

Atul Karwal took charge as 32nd director of NPA :

senior IPS officer Atul Karwal took charge as the 32nd director of the prestigious
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy, in Hyderabad on December 27.
Mr. Atul, a 1988 batch IPS officer of Gujarat cadre, said that minor changes keep on
taking place as things change in the field and there is no need for any revamp in the
training module.

The country’s first bureaucrat to scale the Mount Everest in 2008, Mr. Atul was

earlier posted as the assistant director (outdoor training) of NPA from 1999 to 2002.

. Prior to this, the senior police officer served as the Additional Director General of

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF).




v. On December 18, the Union government had issued orders appointing Mr. Atul
Karwal as the director of the premier police school in the country by temporarily
downgrading the post to the level of Additional Director General.

vi. He will be the director for a combined tenure till December 5, 2021, the date of
combined deputation of his tenure or until further orders, whichever is earlier.

vii. Mr. Atul’s wife, Anita Karwal is the chairperson of the Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE).

Persons in news

The man who qifted Salar Jung Museum to city commemorated. Elegies mark the 71st

death anniversary of Mir Yousuf Ali Khan :

i D508 BDAHD H00aKD A0S Jerd ok L5 VETWL HHGoES’D Frerd
2ofiy GINE); DO DFod REP) AFTW. DFVerol Fodos™ b 5° Jooes™D
28 a0’ Few 2doy o 400-85d Doddyorw JEIDS e fotsHvod
TS0V 208 RN PBBo.

ii. JroHoraDd DGBOVR EDATAOD QYIWGOBEEIS SurRaio Mot Q) Doeyes

20N &DATHoERLA0 9 Frerd eoh durgRaio E886 . THewd B BV




ii. Senoero, BuTjROLO VASHRL DO FATDLT 6 oD @ S
(Jrerbd 0B 111) 715 Ho6es avgéﬁefsbbo (December 27) RSB0, VBTG
RANTOD0 TH0OE PAE(IoDod.

V. B2y RLPRLD HBBLore Jaro AINE HODT™) VL TPADESTo HIPODD 6 esero
QY ¢ IS0 z',SQbaong. 29¢3D DDNDCED DO Jeerd 200- | VBT 9eHD TeELVe
Jrerd 206 |1 S0dasw I, ) D 5D e‘é‘l&’b&é’ DERT D230 DEPDAGILD
@0&?56.).

V. DS 56 508y E0 erjols 035 raTrerd cing), AoQANGE Qo od
6 2D esgesoa DTVG, AG DA EPDENDL WIFADDEB. 2E VoS

O5°60, BB 18 JETRD - DAFGIOS EONRG G500, RO TPRA-DAG RS’ &ob.

© Q

9530
- &

35°08, 902220V DVVD D PO BASBTR e SHOE) TR

. BD0RoGAIr e SRS HNATTE0 FET08, ATV B JE JEO Woed T &

TP0 DIVD DF TRV IS FPHVS 2DOF) T €0} &I 90C0E T .




i, SQVTCOL BodD F5P0d 1983 HDoBED JPGoDD TG 24 D V. B
QOGAET 63D 43 SQoew, 146 HJerED FsPod 19926° estrd> DE) e DI,
2009 002 2012 HEL 230D DVES SN B ST DABT.

i, evoerdd 12 300w, 127 HHew, 18 2000 es¢od.

BOOKS

“Dreams of a Billion: India and the Olympic Games” : By Boria Majumdar with Nalin

Mehta

BORIA MAJUMDAR .
NALIN MEHTA £

I. A book titled “Dreams of a Billion: India and the Olympic Games” author by Boria
Majumdar with Nalin Mehta released. The book will be published by HarperCollins
India in January 2020.

ii. The book comprises of all the wins, the misses, the star sportspersons, their stories,
and the challenges and possibilities that lie ahead of India to make its mark in the
2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Ii. The book provides an inside view of what goes on backstage in the Indian Olympics
world alongside a quick history of how India has fared at the Olympics over the past

century and a look at how the Indian Olympics world has changed in the last decade.




“Politics of Opportunism” - By S Gurumurthy

POLITICS OF
OPFORTUNISM

Noted Economist and Political Analyst S Gurumurthy released a book titled “Politics
of Opportunism: Regional Parties, Coalitions, Centre-State Relations In India”. The
book is authored by R P N Singh. The book throws light on the subject related to rise
of regional parties and Centre-States relation.

RNP Singh is a former officer of the Intelligence Bureau, Government of India. He
has also earned the coveted Presidents Police Medal, Indian Police Medal, the Sukriti

and Kautilya awards for his distinguished services.
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Ratan Naval Tata Birthday : 28 December 1937
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Ratan Naval Tata (born 28 December 1937) is an Indian industrialist, investor,

philanthropist, and a former chairman of Tata Sons who serves as its chairman

emeritus.

. He was also chairman of Tata Group, from 1990 to 2014, and again, as interim

chairman, from October 2016 through February 2017, and continues to head its
charitable trusts.

He is the recipient of two of the highest civilian awards of India — Padma Vibhushan
(2008) and Padma Bhushan (2000). He is well known for his business ethics and

philanthropy.

. Born in 1937, he was a scion of the Tata family, and great-grandson of Jamsetji Tata,

the founder of Tata Group. He is an alumnus of the Cornell University College of
Architecture. He joined his company in 1961, and was the apparent successor to J. R.
D. Tata upon the latter's retirement in 1991.

During Ratan Tata's chairmanship of 21 years, revenues grew over 40 times, and
profit, over 50 times. He boldly got Tata Tea to acquire Tetley, Tata Motors to
acquire Jaguar Land Rover, and Tata Steel to acquire Corus, in an attempt to turn

Tata from a largely India-centric group into a global business.
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Restore holiday on birth anniversary of Sheikh :

Sheikh Abdullah

The J&K administration’s decision to strike out National Conference (NC) founder
Sheikh Abdullah’s birth anniversary and July 13 from the Union Territory’s holiday

list for 2020 evoked angry reactions from the regional parties.

. According to the order from the General Administration Department, the new list of

official holidays excludes the December 5 birth anniversary of the NC founder who
headed the movement in J&K to accede to the Union of India in 1947,

The order also pointed out that July 13, which was being observed as Martyrs Day to
commemorate the death of 22 civilians on that date in 1931 during a rebellion against
the Dogra monarch, had been dropped.

Instead, October 26 has been declared “Accession Day” and will be observed as an

official holiday.
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Tests for unmanned mission by 2020-end, says ISRO chief :




I. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) plans to fly the first unmanned test
mission ahead of its ambitious crewed Gaganyaan mission by the end of 2020, ISRO
Chairman K. Sivan said.

Ii. The unmanned flight will carry a humanoid. The launch vehicle PSLV completed its
50th mission (PSLV-c48) on December 11.

iii. The ISRO had announced plans for a December 2021 launch for the crewed
Gaganyaan mission. Chandrayaan-3 would be a copy of Chandrayaan-2, except that it
would not carry an orbiter. It would have a rover and a lander.

Iv. The ISRO hoped to complete the 100th mission of its reliable workhorse Polar

Satellite Launch Vehicle by 2024, he said.

€308 e90TF°eD

No extra charge on payments via RuPay, UPI from January 1 :

I. Digital transactions made using RuPay credit cards or UPI QR codes will not attract
additional charges for merchants or customers from the beginning of next year,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said.

il. All shops, business establishments and companies with an annual turnover of %50

crore or more have been mandated to offer these modes of payment to customers.




Ii. Ms. Sitharaman said that the notification would come into effect from January 1,
2020. The Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) is the percentage of the digital transaction
that a merchant pays to banks. This cost is often passed on to the customer.

FPI flows cross X1-lakh crore in 2019 :

I. The year 2019 saw foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) betting big on Indian equities
with total inflows breaching the %1 lakh-crore mark only for the fourth time ever and
the first since 2013.

Ii. According to data from the National Securities Depository Ltd. (NSDL), FPIs have
been net buyers at a little over X1 lakh crore in the current calendar year, the highest

since 2013 when they net bought Indian shares worth X1.13 lakh crore.

VAR Nl

Kerala Governor faces protest at history congress in Kannur :

I. The inaugural session of the 80th Indian History Congress (IHC) in Kannur of Kerala
was marred by protests staged by a section of delegates against Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan over his comments backing the Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA).

Appointments

Algerian President names ex-diplomat as PM :




Abdolaziz Djerad, Algora’s
new Prime Minister.

I. Algeria’s President Abdelmadjid Tebboune named a university professor and former
diplomat as Prime Minister as he builds a new government to handle political unrest
and a looming economic challenge.

Ii. Abdelaziz Djerad, 65, served in the administration of a previous President in the
1990s, but was sidelined by President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, who was ousted in April
after two decades as head of state.

Iii. The massive street protest movement that prompted Mr. Bouteflika to step down
regarded Mr. Tebboune’s election this month as illegitimate and it seems unlikely to
accept any government he appoints.

Iv. The protesters rejected any election that took place while the military stayed involved
in politics and Bouteflika-era figures retained powerful positions.

Art and Culture

Mandu Festival begins at Mandu, Madhya Pradesh :

« The first edition of Mandu Festival begins at Mandu, picturesque fort city

of Madhya Pradesh. The event is organized by Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board.




The festival will witness a celebration of the historic heritage blended with the
modern vibrancy of the city culture.

« The Mandu festival will offer an eclectic mix of performing arts, workshops, art
installations, nature trails, walks, food, architecture and music to the visitors during
the festival. The festival is based on the idea of “Khojne Me Kho Jao”.

« The Mandu festival will redefine the essence of the city & bring about the joy of

establishing a new tourism hub in the state.
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Knighthoods for Lloyd and Greenidge :

W""%!V‘ W }

I. Ben Stokes and several of his England Cricket World Cup-winning teammates were
recognised in Britain’s New Year Honours list announced on Friday, as two West
Indies greats, Clive Lloyd and Gordon Greenidge, received knighthoods.

ii. All-rounder Stokes was made an OBE (Officer of the Order of the British Empire).

iii. Meanwhile, Eoin Morgan, who captained England to World Cup glory, was named a
CBE (Commander of the Order of the British Empire), one rank below a knighthood.

iv. Wicketkeeper Jos Buttler and Test skipper Joe Root were both awarded MBEs
(Members of the Order of the British Empire), the level beneath an OBE.

V. Australian Trevor Bayliss, England’s World Cup-winning coach, received an OBE.

vi. Lloyd, the forerunner of today’s modern power batsmen and brilliant fielders, hit a
superb century as the West Indies beat Australia in the inaugural 1975 World Cup

final at Lord’s.




vii. Opening batsman Greenidge, a key figure in Lloyd’s all-conquering team, has been
knighted on the recommendation of the government of his native Barbados, with

certain Caribbean nations conferring their own honours.
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India Gets Chief of Defence Staff After 20yrs
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Cyclone Sarai batters Fiji :




Tropical Cyclone Sarai was moving slowly away from Fiji, leaving two people dead

and more than 2,500 needing emergency shelter.

. The cyclone damaged houses, crops and trees, cut power and forced the cancellation

of several flights, stranding holidaymakers visiting the island nation, which is a major

tourist draw.
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SBI to implement OTP-based ATM cash withdrawals from January 1 2020 :

State Bank of India will introduce One Time Password (OTP)-based ATM cash
withdrawals. The step has been taken to reduce the occurrences of unauthorised

transactions happening at ATMs.

ii. SBI will introduce one-time password for every cash withdrawal of Rs 10,000 and

above between 8 am and 8 pm. The OTP-based cash withdrawal will be effective

from January 1, 2020 across all SBI ATMs.




iii. When an SBI cardholder will enter the amount of cash he/she wishes to withdraw, a
screen will appear asking for the OTP. The customer will then have to put the OTP
that the bank will send to the registered mobile number.

Iv. OTP is a system-generated string of numeric characters that allow users to make a
single transaction. The facility will not be applicable at other banks’ ATM as this
functionality has not been developed in National Financial Switch (NFS).

Mastercard signs agreement to acquire RiskReckon :

' mastercard

riskrecen

I. Mastercard has announced an agreement to acquire RiskRecon. RiskRecon is one of
the leading providers of data analytics solutions and artificial intelligence focused on
cyber-risk and security and offering solutions to mitigate cyber risks faced by the
companies.

Ii. The acquisition would enhance the cyber-security systems for MasterCard which

offers payment processing services on a global scale.
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Christina Koch records longest single spaceflight by woman :




I. NASA Astronaut Christina Koch has created a record for the longest single
spaceflight by a woman. She has surpassed the earlier record of 288 days in space
which was previously established by NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson in 2017.

1. She would return to Earth in February 2020. Till then, she would have spent more
than 300 days in the space. She is onboard the International Space Station since 14th
March 2019.

Ii. The world record for the single longest mission by any space explorer whether man or
woman, is held by cosmonaut Valery Polyakov, who spent 438 consecutive days on

board Russia’s former space station Mir from January 1994 to March 1995.

Reports/Ranks/Records
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Veteran actor Amitabh Bachchan presented with 2018 Dada Saheb Phalke Award :




I. Dada Saheb Phalke Award recipient and megastar Amitabh Bachchan, who was
presented the award by President Ram Nath Kovind here at Rashtrapati Bhawan in a
special ceremony, quipped that initially when he was announced as the 2018
recipient.

ii. The Bollywood veteran thanked the government, the I&B Ministry and the jury
members of the National Film Awards for naming him the Dada Saheb Phalke Award

recipient.
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Siddle guits internationals :

;._—ﬂi'

1. Veteran Australian bowler Peter Siddle announced his international retirement on
Sunday after a 67-Test career, with national coach Justin Langer praising him as
giving his “heart and soul” to the team.

ii. The 35-year-old had been called up to the second Test squad in Melbourne but was
not selected in the side to face New Zealand and decided to call it quits.
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CACS & e-BCAS launched to enhance security & ease of doing at airports :

Minister of State (1/C) for Civil Aviation launched the Biometric enabled Centralised

Access Control System (CACS) and ‘e-BCAS Project Training Module’.

Ii. The two projects aims to enhance security and ease of doing business at airports. The

CACS project is aimed to digitize the employee movement process at the airports.
This multi-layered security system encompasses the uniqueness of the Airport Entry
Permit (AEP) users, biometric authentication in addition to PIN-based identity
verification through contactless smart card technology.

The ‘e-BCAS’ project envisaged to achieve a “paperless office” under e-Governance
initiative of Government of India. The ‘e-BCAS Project: Training Module’ aims to
switch from manual process of training to digital platform. The objective of the e-
BCAS project is to make all the activities in the BCAS transparent, user-friendly, and

efficient. It also intends to provide an ease of doing business with the stakeholders.
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RBI buys 210,000 crore worth government securities via OMO :




In its second special open market operation (OMO), the Reserve Bank of India on
Monday bought 310,000 crore of long-term government securities and sold 8,501

crore of three short-term bonds.

. The RBI offered to sell four government securities — 6.65% GS 2020; 7.8% GS

2020; 8.27% GS 2020 and 8.12% GS 2020 through the OMO sale.

Separately, the RBI also proposed a reduction in the loan amount an urban co-
operative bank can lend to a single entity and a group of borrowers to 10% and 25%,
respectively, with an aim to prevent occurrences as with PMC Bank, caused by large

exposures to one group.

. Currently, urban co-operative banks are permitted to have exposures up to 15% and

40% of their capital funds to a single borrower and a group of borrowers,
respectively.

Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank collapsed because of its huge exposure
totalling %6,226.01 crore to Housing Development and Infrastructure Ltd Group

firms.

Finance Minister launches an e-auction platform “eBkray”

Finance Minister has launched an e-auction platform “eBkray“. The platform will
enable online auction of attached assets by banks. The platform provides navigational

links to all PSB e-auction sites, property search feature.




« It also presents single-window access to information on properties up for e-auction,
comparison of similar properties, and also contains videos and photographs of the
uploaded properties.

. Indian Banks Auctions Mortgaged Properties Information (IBAPI) portal is an
initiative of Indian Banks Association under the policy of the Department of
Financial Services, Ministry of Finance was launched to provide a platform to give

details of mortgaged properties to be auctioned online by Banks, starting with PSBs.

HDFEC Life partners with Paytm to expand its distribution :

n HDFC
Life

. HDFC Life Insurance has partnered with Paytmto expand its distribution. The
partnership is aimed to enable customers of Paytm to purchase insurance products
from HDFC Life. HDFC Life Insurance is constantly exploring opportunities to
create and sustain new partnerships to strengthen its distribution network.

« With the partnership, HDFC Life Insurance aims to increase insurance penetration in
India and to simplify the customers experience right from the purchase to the claim

process.

Appointments
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Umesh Sinha gets extension :

<o

Urmosl

Umesh Sinha, Deputy Election Commissioner in the Election Commission of India,
who was set to retire on December 31, was on Monday given a one-year extension by

the Appointments Committee.

Ii. The Cabinet Committee approved the re-employment of Mr. Sinha, a 1986 batch IAS

officer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, on contract basis from January 1, 2020 till
Decemper 31, 2020, an order of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions said.

In the past, Mr. Sinha has served as Chief Election Commissioner, Uttar Pradesh.

Persons in news
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Kerala leads race for UN development goals. Bihar at bottom of NITI Aayoq list :

I-Ong l.oad COMPOSITE SDQ‘INDEH

Karnatakz (66} -

Kerala (70)

I. Kerala tops the States in progress towards the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), while Bihar is at the bottom of the NITI Aayog’s SDG Index.

Ii. Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim have joined the four southern States among the front-
runners, which scored over 65 points out of a possible 100.

Ii. The SDGs are a set of 17 broad-based global goals adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in 2015, and intended to be achieved by 2030. With one-sixth of
the world’s population, India is key to the achievement of the goals.

iv. The UN has developed 232 indicators to measure compliance by member nations.
The NITI Aayog has adapted the monitoring approach to the Indian context, with 100

indicators of its own for the Index.




v. 22 of the States and Union Territories have scored below 50, with the central Indian
States of Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Chhattisgarh scoring below 30,
showing high levels of hunger and malnutrition.

vi. A sex ratio of 896 females per 1000 males, a 17.5% female labour participation rate,
and the fact that one in three women experience spousal violence all contribute to a
low score countrywide.

“India State of Forest Report 2019 released :

GREEN COVER IN INDIA

o 56
TOP THREE STATES SHOWING
INCREASE IN FOREST AREA

I. The Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change released the
biennial “India State of Forest Report (ISFR)”, in New Delhi.

Ii. The report provides information on forest cover, tree cover, mangrove cover, growing
stock inside and outside the forest areas, carbon stock in India’s forests, Forest Types
and Biodiversity, Forest Fire monitoring and forest cover in different slopes &
altitudes.

iii. The report is published by the Forest Survey of India (FSI). The FSI has been
mandated to assess the forest and tree resources of the country including wall-to-wall

forest cover mapping in a biennial cycle.




Iv.

Vi.

Vil.

viii.

Xi.

Xil.

This is the 16th edition of India State of Forest Report. In comparison to the
assessment of 2017, there is an increase of 5,188 sq. km in the total forest and tree
cover of the country.

Some key highlights of the report :

The total forest and tree cover of the country is 80.73 million hectare. It is 24.56% of
the total geographical area of the country.

The forest and tree cover has increased by more than 130 million hectares in the last
4 years.

Area-wise, Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country.

In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, the top five States
are Mizoram (85.41%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.63%), Medahalaya (76.33%), Manipur

(75.46%) and Nagaland (75.319%).

. In comparison with ISFR 2017, the increase in the forest cover has been observed as

3,976 sq km and that in tree cover is 1,212 sq. km.

The top 3 states showing increase in forest cover are Karnataka (1,025 sq. km)
followed by Andhra Pradesh (990 sq km) and Kerala (823 sg km).

Mangrove cover has been separately reported in the ISFR 2019 and the total
mangrove cover in the country is 4,975 sq km which showed an increase of 54 sq Km
as comapre to that of 2017. Top three states showing mangrove cover increase are
Gujarat (37 sq km) followed by Maharashtra (16 sq km) and Odisha (8 sq km).

The extent of bamboo bearing area of the country has been estimated 16 million

hectare showing an increase of 0.32 million hectare.




xiii. The total carbon stock in country’s forest is estimated 7,124.6 million tonnes and
there an increase of 42.6 million tonnes in the carbon stock of country as compared to
the last assessment of 2017.

xiv. There are 62,466 wetlands covering 3.8% of the area within the Recorded Forest

Area (RFA)/Green Wash (GW) of the country.
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ISRO Founder Vikram Sarabhai's 48" Death Anniversary — 30 December 1971

4 Dr.Vikram Ambalal Sarabhai (12 August 1919 — 30 December 1971) was an Indian

scientist and innovator widely regarded as the father of India's space programme.

FATHER OF INDIAN SPACE PROGRAM
Dr. Vikram Sarabhai

(12 Aug 1919 - 30 Dec 1971)
Responsible for establishment of | Credited for the First

the Indian Space Research sounding rocket launch
Organization (ISRO). in 1963.

with NASA in His project for fabrication &
Instructional  launch of Indian Satellite led
ment (SITE) 1st satellite, Aryabhatta, to
put in orbit in 1975.

stitutions established by him:

Wikram Sarabhal Space Centre ® Community Science Centre
oratio of India Limlted * Uranlum Corporation of Indla Limited

Awarded Padma Vibhushan in 1972 (Posthumously).

*If we are to play a meaningful role nationally, we must be second to none in
application of advanced technologies to the real problems of man & society *

4 Sarabhai received the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize in 1962.He was honoured with the
Padma Bhushan in 1966 and the Padma Vibhushan (posthumously) in 1972.

4 He led the Sarabhai family's diverse business conglomerate. His interests varied from
science to sports to statistics. He set up Operations Research Group (ORG), the first
market research organization in the country.

4+ Most notable among the many institutes he helped set up are the Nehru Foundation for
Development in Ahmedabad, the Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (1IMA),
the Ahmedabad Textile Industry's Research Association (ATIRA) and the (CEPT).

4 Along with his wife Mrinalini Sarabhai, he founded the Darpana Academy of
Performing Arts.

4 Other projects and institutions initiated or established by him include the Faster Breeder

Test Reactor (FBTR) in Kalpakkam, Variable Energy Cyclotron Project in Calcutta,




Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL) in Hyderabad and Uranium
Corporation of India Limited (UCIL) in Jaduguda, Jharkhand.

Sarabhai started a project for the fabrication and launch of an Indian satellite. As a
result, the first Indian satellite, Aryabhata, was put in orbit in 1975 from a Russian
cosmodrome.

Distinguished positions :

President of the Physics section, Indian Science Congress (1962)

President of the General Conference of the LA.E.A., Vienna (1970)

Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission of India (1966-1971)

Vice-President, Fourth UN Conference on 'Peaceful uses of Atomic Energy' (1971)
Founder and Chairman (1963-1971), Space Applications Centre

Legacy :

The Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre, (VSSC), which is the Indian Space Research
Organization's lead facility for launch vehicle development located in
Thiruvananthapuram (Trivandrum), capital of Kerala state, is named in his memory.
Along with other Ahmedabad-based industrialists, he played a major role in setting up
of the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad.

The lander on India’'s moon mission Chandrayaan Il is named Vikram in his honor

which will finally land near South Pole of the moon on Sep 7, 20109.
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